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Copyright 

© Kitikmeot Inuit Association 2014. All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise, without permission in writing from 
Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA). 

Sabina Gold and Silver Corporation (Sabina) is authorized to use all the information contained 
within this report according to the licence signed on May 15 2012 between Sabina and KIA. Both 
parties are bound by the agreement and stipulations within that licence. 

The Kitikmeot Inuit Association has reviewed this document and believes that the information 
contained within is correct but KIA is not able to confirm all information collected in the 
interviews. KIA accepts no liability for any inaccuracies or errors in this document. 

Report Authors 

As per convention established for the Naonaiyaotit Traditional Knowledge Project (NTKP), the 
individuals who have provided Traditional Knowledge (TK) data are called consultants. The 
consultants who are the authors of the Traditional Knowledge presented within this report are: 
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George Angohiatok Jack Kaniak 
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We are sad to write that Noah Kaniak passed away early in 2014. Noah dropped by for coffee and 
to provide “moral support”. He ended up staying for the entire workshop, voluntarily sharing his 
extensive knowledge and infectious humour. We appreciate having had the opportunity to spend 
time with him and we gratefully acknowledge his contributions. 

Disclaimers 

At the request of KIA and the Traditional Knowledge consultants, Sabina did not participate in the 
data gathering workshops. This is consistent with methods established during the inception of the 
Naonaiyaotit Traditional Knowledge Project, and is consistent with KIA philosophy for conducting 
Traditional Knowledge studies. KIA wished the consultants to feel comfortable in fully expressing 
their knowledge and thoughts, without concern for reprisal, perceived or not.  
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The consultants expressed their perceptions regarding Project details as had been explained to 
them by Sabina during the community meetings. When Project related questions arose during the 
workshops, these were relayed by email to Sabina personnel. Sabina provided answers 
expediently, and the information was shared with the consultants. However, Sabina did not have 
the opportunity to subsequently clarify any outstanding questions and assumptions that may 
have been held by the consultants.  

Inuit consultants are the authors of this report. We hope that in this compilation we have edited 
and reported their words respectfully, accurately and completely. If there are cases where we 
have not, these errors were unintentional and we take complete responsibility for them.  

Report Citation 

The suggested citation for this report is: 

Banci, V. and R. Spicker (Compilers, Editors & GIS) 2014. Naonaiyaotit Traditional Knowledge 
Project - Hannigayok (Sabina Gold & Silver Corp. Proposed Back River Project). Results from Data 
Gaps Workshops, Final Report (June 2014). Kitikmeot Inuit Association, Kugluktuk NU. 

 

 

 

Mary and Joseph Kaniak, Bathurst Inlet 1969. Joseph is carving figurines for a chess 
board set. Two day old Connie is being packed. (Origin of photo unknown) 

 

Title Page Photo: Fishing in Bathurst Inlet at Bay Chimo (Omingmaktok). Photo provided by 
Martina Kapolak.
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Sabina Gold & Silver Corp. (Sabina) is proposing to develop mixed open-pit and underground gold 
mines at their Goose Lake and George Lake properties (Sabina Project), located in the vicinity of 
Back River (known as Hannigayok by Kitikmiut). The George Lake Property is located 105 
kilometers (km) southwest of the community of Kingaok in Bathurst Inlet; and the Goose Lake 
Property is a further 60 km to the south of George. The Project also contains a marine laydown 
area which is located 30 km south of Kingaok. 

In 2012, the Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA) provided Sabina with a license to use Inuit 
Traditional Knowledge (TK) for their proposed project that was housed within the Naonaiyaotit 
Traditional Knowledge Project (NTKP) database. That data was provided within a report issued in 
December 20121. Subsequently, and after discussion with Sabina, data gaps were identified. 
These data gaps were addressed through 3-day facilitated workshops held in Kugluktuk and 
Cambridge Bay during August of 2013. 

This report presents the results of those workshops. As well as collecting Inuit Traditional 
Knowledge, Sabina requested that KIA solicit opinions and recommendations from the 
consultants on their proposed mining project. These opinions and recommendations are 
contained within an appendix to this report (Appendix III). 

2. PARTICIPANTS AND METHODS 

2.1. Consultants and Facilitators 

KIA identified those elders and land-users currently residing within Kugluktuk and Cambridge Bay 
who held specific information of the Hannigayok area. A total of 17 consultants participated, five 
from Kugluktuk and 12 from Cambridge Bay. The consultants were advised that the focus of the 
workshops was to address the TK data gaps that exist for the Sabina project area within the NTKP. 

The NTKP team facilitating the workshops was comprised of: 

 Facilitators (Vivian Banci and Luigi Torretti) 

 GIS Specialist (Rose Spicker) 

 Sam Angnaluak 

 Emily Angulalik (Interpreter, Cambridge Bay) 

 Transcribers (Inuinnaktun): Susie Evyagotailak, Allen and Connie Kapolak 

An interpreter was not required in Kugluktuk as four of the five consultants spoke English. Those 
consultants translated for the elder Mark Taletok, when he wished to speak in Inuinnaktun, and 
to ensure that he understood the English discussions. As per NTKP convention, consultant 
identities are protected within the report. 

                                                             
1 Banci, V. and R. Spicker (Compilers, Editors & GIS) 2012. Inuit Traditional Knowledge of Sabina Gold & 
Silver Corporation’s Back River (Hannigayok) Project. Naonaiyaotit Traditional Knowledge Project 
(NTKP), Kitikmeot Inuit Association, Kugluktuk NU. December 7 2012.  
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2.2. Community Meetings 

The day before the technical workshops, half-day meetings open to the community were held in 
Kugluktuk and in Cambridge Bay. These meetings were also attended by the workshop 
consultants. Their purpose was twofold; to allow Sabina to share their plans for their proposed 
project and secondly, to allow the NTKP team to share the results of the TK report that had been 
compiled from the NTKP regional database. These meetings also provided the consultants with 
the background they needed to participate in the focused workshops. Simultaneous translation 
was provided for these meetings. 

2.3. Technical Workshops 

The technical workshops were held in each of Kugluktuk and Cambridge Bay over a period of two 
days. The workshops addressed three main themes: 

1. Heritage and Land-Use: The objective was to address gaps identified for the following 
main topics: 

 Archaeology 

 Kitikmiut Land Use 

 Heritage 

 Plant Ecology 

 Water Quality 
2. Terrestrial Ecology: The objective was to address gaps identified for fish and wildlife 

species. The main topics were: 

 Wildlife species (population abundance, animal health, disturbance) 

 Caribou 

 Carnivores 

 Muskox and Moose 

 Small Mammals 

 Birds 

 Fish and fish habitat 
3. Marine: The objective was to address gaps identified for marine ecology. The main topics 

were: 

 Marine mammals (whales and seals) 

 Marine invertebrates and plants 

 Marine Birds 

 Use of Ocean Ice 

2.4. Study Area 

The geographic scope was developed in consultation with Sabina, and is the same as the Local 
Study Area (LSA) that was defined for the regional TK report (Banci and Spicker 2012). Sabina had 
asked that we use the largest boundary of the wildlife, regional marine, and terrestrial study areas 
that had been defined for the baseline studies of those disciplines within the environmental 
assessment. The LSA consisted of 23,016 km2 of land and water that surrounded the proposed 
Goose and George mines, and the marine laydown area (Figure 1 and Figure 2). Some of the 
consultants talked about communities and locations far outside of the local study area. The extent 
of the entire area discussed is included in Figure 1 for the reference of the reader of the report. 
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2.5. Maps and Recording of Spatial Data 

Consultants were provided with 1:50,000 scale maps for workshops focused on the local study 
area and with 1:250,000 scale maps focused on the regional study area, as appropriate for the 
questions being asked. A total of 18 printed maps were required for each community. For 
1:250,000, three printed maps covered the Sabina Local Study Area and the area covering the 
shipping route (Bathurst Inlet, Dease Strait, Queen Maud Gulf). Fifteen 1:50,000 printed maps 
covered the Sabina Local Study Area and the proposed shipping route in Bathurst Inlet.  

Digital pens (brand name Capturx) allowed the consultants to record map data directly on NTS 
map sheets. The data was then transferred into the GIS, facilitating the digitization process. The 
preparation steps required to use the technology were: 

1. Legends were developed for each map scale based on the existing NTKP classification and 
the new themes that were anticipated to be recorded.  

2. The legends were incorporated into the GIS. 

3. A separate mxd project was created for each of the 18 maps. 

4. The maps were plotted using the Capturx software. 

After each workshop, the team carried out these tasks: 

 The spatial data was reviewed to ensure that each point, line and polygon was correctly 
attributed, and included consultant initials and legend theme. 

 ‘New’ data, information that belonged to a theme that did not occur within the NTKP, was 
captured by expanding the NTKP menu system. 

 Placenames were correctly spelled and located by cross-referencing with the NTKP 
database. New placenames were incorporated into the database. 

2.6. Oral Data 

The NTKP regional report that was compiled for the Sabina project area contains detailed Inuit 
Knowledge presented in consultant quotes accompanied by maps. It is a comprehensive and 
extensive report, covering a total of 139 pages which includes 32 maps. It was produced only in 
English. A means of effectively sharing the data and illustrating where the data gaps were to the 
consultants was needed. This was accomplished by using the report maps as visual aids as 
discussion points for the oral data. The maps were printed and copies given to the interpreters 
and the consultants. 

To assist the consultants and facilitators with species identification, background material on the 
plants and animals to be discussed was compiled and included photos and descriptions of: 

 Bird species 

 Fish species 

 Terrestrial plant species 

 Marine plants and invertebrates, and 

 Marine mammal species 

For each technical workshop, a guide was compiled with detailed discussion questions based on 
the identified data gaps (Appendix I). The guide was shared and discussed with the interpreters 
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ahead of time so that they were familiar with the material. The guide formed the basis for 
discussion during the technical workshops, however the order of topics discussed was freely 
modified based on the consultants’ wishes. 

2.6.1. Recording and Transcripts 

Workshop proceedings were recorded using digital audio recorders and video-taped to assist in 
transcription. English proceedings were transcribed by Vivian Banci and the Inuinnaktun 
proceedings by Susie Evyagotailak for Kugluktuk, and by Allen and Connie Kapolak for Cambridge 
Bay. After the audio was transcribed, transcripts were edited for English and clarity. The text was 
organized according to consultant, NTKP menu theme, and sub-theme.  

The oral data was linked with the spatial data by working back and forth between transcripts and 
GIS. This step ensured that the data was correctly attributed to each theme and that all the data 
had been properly captured.  

2.6.2. Consent Form and Verification Process 

When they were first asked to participate, the consultants were advised of the purpose of the 
workshops and were told how their information was to be used in this study. Each consultant was 
provided with an agreement for review which would permit the use of his/her data for this project 
(NTKP Consent Form; Appendix II).  

The final step in the interview process, after the spatial and text data were processed, was 
verification. This step ensured that each consultant was satisfied that his or her information had 
been correctly documented.  

Although Inuit TK was collected in a group setting, the information was divided so that each 
consultant had his or her own transcript. For each consultant, a copy of their interview transcript 
and maps with their spatial data was prepared. During verification, a KIA member of the NTKP 
team reviewed their transcript and evaluated the spatial data with each consultant. Resulting 
changes or additions were incorporated within the transcripts, the NTKP database and the final 
report. The verification process also provided an opportunity for consultants to add any 
information they may have forgotten to document during the workshops. 

After they made their corrections, the consultants signed their transcript indicating that they were 
satisfied that their information had been verified. They then provided permission for the use of 
their data in the NTKP and in reports by signing the NTKP Consent Form. 

Verifications could not be carried out for three of the Cambridge Bay authors as they were 
unavailable. However, their information is included because the vast majority of the verification 
edits were minor in scope. Their signed consent forms will be obtained at a later date. 

2.7. Report Structure 

Each major report section begins with a short background which includes summary information 
from the regional NTKP report. This information puts the Traditional Knowledge that was provided 
into a spatial context. The data gaps that were addressed are then identified.  

The consultants’ words are presented as they were spoken, edited for English and clarity but 
without interpretation. Consultant replies are encased in quotes. A series of dots ‘…’ indicates 
where text was omitted. Explanations added by the editors are encased in brackets or presented 
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outside of the quotes. 

All text data and all map data are included in the report. No attempt was made to select 
representative quotes in order to avoid unintentionally assigning importance to any particular 
quote, or consultant. The only occasions where quotes were not included is if they were identical 
to the quote of another consultant; these cases were few. 

In a workshop setting, not all participants have equal contributions. The prevalence of quotes of 
certain consultants does not mean that their input was more important than consultants who 
provided fewer quotes. These are unavoidable artifacts of the data collection methods. Some 
consultants were more vocal and provided more text data; other consultants were more 
comfortable mapping than speaking. The reader should not take this to infer that there might be 
disagreement with the data expressed. In each community, all workshop participants indicated 
that they agreed with the information that had been provided. Often less vocal participants 
indicated that they had nothing new to offer since another consultant had already adequately 
expressed their thoughts. 

The reader should note that the maps contain generalized data. Given the structure of the 
workshops, it was not possible to obtain detailed ecological information on all the fish and wildlife 
species that were discussed. Thus for most species the level of detail does not go beyond 
occurrence and distribution. 

3. KITIKMIUT HERITAGE 

Inuit travelled extensive distances throughout the year, migrating seasonally among hunting, 
trapping and fishing grounds, but they had strong affinities to particular places. Consultants refer 
to Inuit from a specific area with the suffix ‘miut’. For example, people from Kingaok are 
‘Kingaokmiut’ and all Inuit from the central Arctic or Kitikmeot region are ‘Kitikmiut’.  

3.1.  Placenames and Inuit Geography 

Placenames are the entryways into Inuit oral knowledge. Documenting the names of places on 
the land is the first step in sharing Inuit oral knowledge for an area. To assist the reader, a map is 
included with the placenames that are used in this report (Figure 2). Placenames are written using 
Roman orthography, in the spelling preferred by the Kitikmeot elders when the NTKP data was 
collected. If a consultant discussed a location but did not name it, the placename is included in 
brackets.  

Unless a consultant specifically used an English placename, the Inuinnaktun placename is written 
first. The English name, if available, follows in brackets the first time it occurs in a report section; 
within a quote and within an English summary. In some cases, consultants used the English 
placename more than the Inuinnaktun name. Examples are Bay Chimo instead of Omingmaktok, 
and Bathurst Inlet for both Kiligiktokmik (the inlet) and Kingaok (the community). If a consultant 
used an English placename, it was not changed. 

An important orienteering point to understand is that Inuit place themselves on the land in a way 
that may be confusing to some readers. They refer to ‘up’ and ‘down’ not as north as south, but 
as to the direction that waters are flowing. Thus waters flow down to the ocean (north) and up to 
the interior (south). Thus, inland Inuit would say they are travelling 'down' to the ocean rather 
than 'up' to the ocean, as most southerners are accustomed to. 
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C51 “Beechey Lake is one; Hanningayuk. We know that name very well. But there could 

be a totally different name for a particular spot on the lake. Just like every other lake, 

the placenames could be on the same lake but the placenames could be different. There 

could be a lot of different names on the same lake.” 

Hannigayok (Back River) 

C118 “If we look at the rivers that go to the ocean where people were, they all go to 

the ocean by the Bathurst Inlet area. This particular river goes to the east, that’s why 

it’s called the ‘sideways river’, it doesn’t go north.” 

C114 “It goes sideways. It takes a side trip.” 

Kuihivik (Goose Lake) 

The consultants did not know the Inuit name for George Lake, although they indicate that other 
elders likely did. 

C118 “Goose Lake is Kuihivik.”(Two alternate spellings were provided: Kiahivik and 

Keohevek.) 

C121 “Kuihivik means that lots of caribou froze in that lake. The caribou that swam 

across that lake and froze there. That’s why it’s called Kuihivik.” 

Interviewer “They were saying that they used the caribou meat that froze to feed the 

dogs. (It wasn’t’ good enough to feed people).” 

Aipakpaktovik (Burnside River) 

C114 “It’s a very strong river. You have to go from one rock to another. That’s what it 

means. The reason why it’s called that is because when people used to cross it, it was 

very strong, you need something to lean on. That’s what “ayyapat”means. 

The people who were hunting, that needed food, to go hunting on the other side of the 

river, that’s what they named it because they had to keep leaning down so the river 

didn’t sweep them away. (They didn’t use sticks). They used their hands. That’s what 

ayyapap means.” 

Interpreter “Ayyappap, means when you’re really leaning on something.” 

C114 “Leaning on rocks to get across the river, trying to get caribou, food they need. 

That’s why they called it that. The current is really strong, so you have to lean on 

something, so the river doesn’t take you down.” 

C121 “Really big current, that place you cross by walking. Sometimes too, (it can get 

deep) but you can still wade across.” 

3.2. Lifeways 

Inuit use of the land is given the term ‘lifeways’. A travel route was not only for travel, it was also 
a place to harvest caribou, fish, trap, camp and live. Inuit were ultimate multi-taskers; each 
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location on the land had multiple uses and more than one reason why it was important. 

Throughout the year Inuit lived where wildlife was abundant. These gathering places were linked 
by major travel corridors. Travel corridors were located where wildlife resources were most 
abundant, and where travel was easier. These corridors linked Inuit to each other and to 
harvesting areas. After contact with Europeans, they also linked Inuit to the fur-trading posts. 

Two regions within the west Kitikmeot were so rich in wildlife resources that they permitted Inuit 
to live there year-round, especially after they had access to guns and snow-machines. These 
regions were Tahikyoak (Contwoyto Lake) and Kilogiktok (Bathurst Inlet). 

Tahikyoak (Contwoyto Lake) is at the heart of Nunamiut land-use, with a major travel corridor to 
Kiligiktokmik (Bathurst Inlet) in the east, and a major travel corridor following the treeline to the 
coast at Kugluktuk in the west. Kitikmiut gathering places were situated along these travel routes, 
the largest and most important being at large lakes and along major rivers. 

Ocean Inuit had water and sea ice for their travel, and the entire Arctic Ocean coastline was a 
major travel corridor. These people regularly traveled to Kilogiktok to hunt tuktuit (caribou), 
amagok (wolves) and kalvik (wolverine), and to socialize and trade with other Inuit. 

C51 “These travel routes are ours but many, many travel routes are from people from 

other places such as Gjoa Haven and Cambridge, and Taloyoak, and Kugaaruk. They 

have all been through this area. 

A lot of our elders talked about coming down from the ocean because a lot of ocean 

people came down here and went up to Beechey Lake, to Beechey Lake area. 

Sometimes they followed along the rivers all the way down.” 

C111 “Even Baker Lake… When I was at the elders gathering in March or January in 

Kugaaruk and Taloyoak, I met a few elders there. They asked me where I was from. I 

told him I was from Bathurst area. Those elders were surprised that I was from there. 

They started talking about old stories about what they used to do around that area 

from when they were young. These elders were from Gjoa Haven, Gjoa Haven and 

Kugaaruk.” 

C51 “We're all one people. Ocean people are pretty much all related to inland people. 

That's the way it's always been, all the way across northern Québec, all the way to 

Alaska. 

They have traveled. They have dispersed into the communities. All these people from 

these areas, all the way across they have all come to Kugluktuk, Gjoa Haven, Taloyoak, 

Kugaaruk, and all these places. All these people from these places are descendants 

from these mainland people.” 

C51 “In the olden days too, just like here too, the people from mainland stayed year-

round. Some people (stayed) inland because it was a little bit further to go down to the 

ocean. So maybe for five or six years they stayed inland and then start to go back down 

to the ocean to visit their relatives. And they wanted something in their diet they were 

missing because they were from the ocean, they were part of the ocean people. They 
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wanted to go out to the ocean to see their relatives down there and eat their cod, or 

charr, or whale. And the people from inland, they would bring all their caribou, caribou 

hides and whatnot and share with people down here.” 

NTKP data for Kitikmiut gathering places and travel routes at a regional level are complete and 
described within the NTKP report (NTKP 2012). However, detailed information at larger map 
scales was lacking, and the consultants were asked to address these data gaps. Examples of the 
kinds of information that were solicited included the locations of old camps, artifacts, graves, and 
where copper and carving stone were found. The data for this theme are compiled and presented 
together on Figure 3. 

3.1. Birth Place 

C51 “We are the younger generation from our descendants from the Beechey Lake 

area. Sometimes it is very hard to recall the stories and the placenames. It's been such 

a long time, 40 or 50 years now since I heard my grandmother tell us the stories.” 

C110 “I have spent most of my young years in the project area, Beechey Lake and 

around Bathurst Inlet area. The last time I was down around that area was not too long 

ago, in beginning of June 2013. I am still active on the land, hunting, fishing and 

camping.” 

C111 “I was born in Arctic Sound, Katimanak. I've traveled this whole area (all of 

Bathurst Inlet area). I was home last week, to where I was born… I lived in Katimanak 

for at least 14 years… And then from Arctic Sound, when they build houses for people, 

we moved to Bay Chimo, Omingmaktok, that's where I was mostly.  

And I'm still traveling. If I get the chance I love to see every place I've seen when I was 

younger. We were home (Omingmaktok) last week (July 2013) for about a week by 

boat… And then we went right to Arctic Sound area for a day trip. We go there every 

time we get a chance to, go home for a while. There were quite a few families there so 

it was good.” 

4. GATHERING PLACES 

The major camps of Kiligiktokmiut were located on Kilingoyak (Kent Peninsula), Kingaok, and a 
number of locations on both shores of Kiligiktokmik. Katimanak, at the junction of Hanimok (Mara 
River) and Ayapakpaktokvik (Burnside River), and the junction of James River and Hivogahik (Hood 
River), were locations of major camps, as were several locations on Huikkittak and Kilokgiktok 
(Western River) (Figure 3). 

C113 “In the past each family had their own little favourite place. His family would be 

in a different place, and my mother-in-law would be in their place. They all have their 

own little choices where they want to be (in certain seasons). 
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They always met up together for Christmas or Easter or something to share their 

hunting stories and how their winter was or their summer was. It would be great to get 

the elders to tell their stories, I’m sure with a little patience you could. And they 

remember too. A lot of that is within their minds. 

I like to listen to their stories, my mother-in-law’s stories are incredible, how they lived 

and what they did to survive. My father’s stories are incredible. Their hunting styles 

without a rifle, things like that. Without a corner store to go get their daily meat, just 

depending on the land for survival.” 

C51 “The way that people moved is according to the wildlife in the area. Sometimes at 

Beechey Lake they could stay for a couple months. For many months there would be no 

caribou there and they would have to move, either to Bathurst or Contwoyto Lake area. 

They followed the caribou herd back then just by walking alone carrying their kayaks 

going from lake to lake.” 

4.1. Traditional Camps 

Ongivik (Wilmot islands) 

C13 “That’s the island (Ongivik) that Kellogok talks about. When people gather at that 

island there would be lots of people from all over the area. It was a gathering place 

because there used to be lots of bowhead and beluga whales. 

There used to be lots of people, to the point where it seemed like there was no more 

room to set up camp. Nellie Kanovak used to tell us stories of how it seemed like there 

were so many people in one spot and no room for anymore campers to set up tents… 

Beluga and bowhead whales used to always be around there. That is why there would 

be lots of people. My father was from around that area. When he married my mother 

he moved to Kugluktuk.” 

Lost Lake 

C110 “I remember some camping sites. I remember this walking trail. Lost Lake (a small 

lake southwest of George Lake and north of Western River), I was born right by there. 

I remember this old camping area by that lake. I remembered there must be more 

around here but I can't remember where.” 

C51 “There must be more (camping areas). Because in the wintertime they go to the 

ocean to hunt seals, after they have gathered all the winter clothing and caribou from 

Beechey Lake. This here, all this part here, is more a summering area.” 

Kilokgiktok (Western River) 

C114 “There is one camping area right here. The oldest camping area that we know of, 

where C121 was born, right in the tent, right on the river right here (at the mouth of 
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Western River). Then they moved. This (camping area was used during) summer and 

fall.” 

Tahikafalok (Bathurst Lake) 

C51 “Bathurst Lake, it's one of the places that our elders talk about lots. Lakes like this 

tend to be used mainly for freshwater lakes, where they can winter, where they can 

gather for the winter, being closer to the ocean. They can go down there for a day or 

so and come back at the end of the day. It's because there was freshwater there. It's a 

bigger lake with fish, edible fish for the winter.” 

Kingaok (Bathurst Inlet community) 

C110 “I remember when I was a small boy, we used to gather here most the time. In 

springtime this used to be the biggest populated place in the whole area. This was at 

Kingaok. This was many, many years ago, when I was a small boy. Used to be so many 

people gathered together, people were here for the gathering, it would be bigger than 

Cambridge and Kugluktuk at that time, there were so many people there.” 

C110 “All along here down to Swan Lake (Tagionuak), all along here to the point here, 

there would be gatherings. There would be igloos, or tents, whatever.” 

C51 “That's why it became an outpost (fur trading post).  

C110 “I think there's another one (camping spot), a big one, here. Summertime. So if 

you do archaeological work anywhere in this area, you will find lots of ancient stuff.” 

C51 “Very old. You will find some stone broad heads. Stone knives and stone tools and 

utensils that they made; products and everything. All on these areas. Arrowheads. You 

find anything! Even things that are made of stone, bone. Most of it, because its bone, 

it can age for many, many years. Other little things, deep in the ground, will be 

preserved but other things would be lost.” 

Hiukkittak 

C111 “That whole area here. It’s just, anywhere you go, every little place there is all 

kinds (of archeological sites). No matter how high you go, on the highest parts too you 

can see there is a camping spot there. And where my husband found my cooking pot, 

at Huikkittak, on the highest hill.” 

Chapman Islands (Includes Kanoyak (Lewes Island) and Kilikangualik) 

C13 “My parents or grandparents, told me about this great big calving area. Just in this 

site here, we saw really old, old archaeological sites. Tenting spots, there must've been 

many. They must have been in that area for a long time.” 

C111 “There is a great big inokhok that's higher than this house. And he asked (the 

elder), how come that's there? He said, that's when they catch that bowhead whale. 

People can see that inokhok is there, that means that there is food there for everyone.” 
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C110 “Over the years we have seen bones, whale bones, all over there… We've seen 

whale bones everywhere.” 

C111 “When we were out a couple of weeks ago, here, we could see a lot of very old 

tent rings…. My son had found a piece of a cooking pot from this area. The soot at the 

bottom was quite thick. 

This whole area is really important, anywhere you stop, you can see inokhok, and 

camping spots… Very, very old.” 

C110 “We have seen, on the island (Kanoyak), bowhead bones.” 

C111 “Right around here you can see that there were people that must have gotten a 

bowhead whale. On our way to Kugluktuk we travelled through this area. We had seen 

a lot of whalebones and a really big inokhok. People must have gotten a bowhead 

whale in that area. When we were travelling back we had passed by and we had seen 

the bones. 

There are tent rings right around this area. There are very old tent rings that we had 

seen recently as we were travelling back from Bay Chimo. All around this area must 

have been a whaling camp. All of this area (small islands on northwest Chapman 

Islands group) has tent rings.” 

C13 “Kellogok used to tell stories about Lewes Island. In the days of when he was a 

young man there would be lots of people gathering in that area from the nearby camps 

including Kugluktuk. There would be lots of people there (at Kanoyak).” 

4.1.1. Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake) 

Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake), the location of Bathurst caribou calving grounds, was an important 
camping area during the consultants’ lifetimes, their parents and grandparents, and for Inuit 
before them. Tudlak, at the outflow into Hanningayuk, was an old traditional community.  

C13 “I have heard this place being referred to as Hanningayuk by my late father. There 

used to be lots of people in the area long ago.” 

C51 “When I was able, I went all over. I went to Beechey Lake just to see Beechey Lake 

itself. I never really went on the lake itself, just somewhere near… I just sat there in 

wonderment and I thought about the stories that my dad and my grandma had told 

me. Just to cleanse my mind and be at peace with the people from the past. 

Our elders are always telling us stories about Beechey Lake. There are many, many 

stories about that area. For many, many years they have used that area because it's 

one of our caribou crossings… It’s where the main migration route is, because it's a 

calving ground.” 

C51 “There used to be many people around this Beechey Lake around this area, all 

around all these areas. This is where you are going to find archaeological sites, all 
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around this area, both shores of Beechey Lake.” 

C110 “This whole area, when we are talking about camping, this whole area was used… 

You would probably find artifacts that are thousands and thousands of years old in this 

area.” 

C51 “Especially at Beechey Lake because there are many, many stories about that area. 

If you ever find archaeological sites they will be in layers, years under the ground. This 

is today, and this may be how many years down, and you find how many years more 

the further down you go, even older stuff.” 

C13 “I have heard they would spend the winter and summers as well.” 

C114 “All camping grounds there too. Year round camping grounds.” 

4.2. Fish Camps 

All lakes and rivers feeding into Kiligiktokmik were important for fishing and many of the rivers 
had ancient stone weirs. These were also the locations of important fish camps. 

Many weirs had been built at the mouth of Hiukkittak, a major fishing area. Lakes near Kingaok, 
especially Tagionuak, were major fishing areas. Aniakhiokvik (Fishing Lake) was the local fishing 
spot. Further south, Tahikafalok (Bathurst Lake), Hikinikgogiak (Kenyon Lake) and Hanningayuk 
(Beechey Lake) were important fishing lakes. 

C111 “When we were little, we used to stay there and my dad used to have his nets 

(Kangilialok on Banks Peninsula). There is really big trout in there….” 

C111 “This is also a lake with small trout. There are lots of small trout in there, there 

are millions of them. Charr too. Even this one here, these kind of narrows, there's charr 

in there and trout. (Tagionoak (Goulburn Lake on Banks Peninsula; narrows to Bathurst 

Inlet)” 

C110 “(There are) charr and whitefish.” 

C110 “Kukiviakyok … is an old fishing camp. There used to be a great big fish weir in 

there but it’s all gone now, from dis-use. It’s not being used, or kept up anymore.. It’s 

a fishing area. There used to be tons of families in there, fishing.  

Summer camps (on a travel route going to Bathurst). All these places are summer 

camping areas. The whole area is a summer camping area. Each side of the inlet 

(Bathurst), all the way to the bottom.” 

C110 “Somewhere in here there is a weir (between Charr Lake and Bathurst Inlet). They 

used to be winter camps in here as well in this area… That's only one of the areas where 

they had winter camps. There were quite a few of them; I can’t recall where they all 

are.” 
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4.3. Sealing Camps 

In winter Inuit lived on the sea ice in large igloo camps where they primarily hunted nattik (seals) 
through their breathing holes. These camps didn’t stay in one place but moved once nattik 
became scarce. Prior to moving camp Inuit hunters scouted out new camping sites with many seal 
holes. Inuit had sealing camps all over the mouth of Bathurst Inlet, on the sea ice and on land next 
to the sea ice. 

C121 “Lots of camping grounds, lots of old camping grounds here. Fish and sealing 

camps.” 

C114 “Spring, summer and fall. You go there in spring time and spend the summer and 

fall. We go there and wait for the migration of the caribou.” 

C51 “The people that come over to that area there, when they were gathering in that 

area there, they were mostly for sealing. 

The sealing camps in the wintertime, sometimes some people go right out into the 

ocean, and stay right out in the ocean… until the spring.” 

C110 “The really big sealing camps in wintertime are way over here (north of Hinikyoak 

(Banks Peninsula) and between Ekalolialok (Ekalulia Island) and Omingmaktok).” 

C111 “This whole area (mouth of Bathurst Inlet) is a sealing area, anywhere really. You 

can notice in springtime they are all by the cracks. Every crack (had a camp). There are 

just so many.” 

C51 “There are some common ones (sealing camps) from year to year. There are those 

leads that open up, you can expect those leads to be there for numbers of years.” 

4.4. Burial Sites 

C51 “When they visit these graves, they tend to give a little something in remembrance 

for that person. The way he enjoyed his pipe tobacco, or his cigarette, or what have 

you. Being similar to pipe tobacco, I guess they would roll up a cigarette, light it and 

leave it. That's what he was remembering about his grandpa.” 

C13 “… If you find a skeleton, or bones, you never move or touch the bones you find on 

the land. You just leave them there. Same with what you find with the bones. Just like 

any other artifact that you find on the land. You don't ever touch them, you just leave 

them there. They are sacred to people, especially our people. It's because it's been used 

and hunted with.” 

C51 “Just from that archaeological piece you can feel the energy. From that energy, 

your mind starts to wake-up. Just like, ‘I wonder what this piece has done for that 

person long ago.’  

You don't know who it was. ‘I wonder who it was. Who left it here? How did it get there? 
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Was it dropped? Was it meant to stay there because it was a sacred gift to the land or 

something?’ You can feel something like that. When you feel you want to touch an 

archaeological artifact, just say please (ask permission). You always put it back where 

you found it. 

(These sites where you find anything old) are very, very sacred. Who knows; it might be 

a burial ground. When they are being buried they leave a little something which meant 

a lot to that person. If he used a tool a lot in his life time you leave it there at the burial 

ground. 

When we go to these places, your whole soul, your whole body changes. All around 

your body totally changes. There is an energy in those areas. All around your body, 

especially.” 

4.4.1. Locations 

Anywhere that Inuit lived and traveled, one can expect that people died and that their remains 
were left on the land. The consultants reiterated this for all of the Bathurst Inlet area. Major 
camping areas were locations of potentially many grave sites (Figure 3). A grave site for a 
consultant’s grandparents was mapped a few kilometers south of the proposed George Lake 
project site (Figure 3). 

C13 “I have always worried about those human skulls in Richardson Islands. I was told 

by people to never move or touch them. Those are the bones and skulls from people 

who died from starvation long ago. There were from the days when food and game 

were scarce, you can see skulls and bones all over the land.” 

I always wonder and worry that there might be skulls and bones in the mining areas 

too. I was always told ‘never touch any skulls and bones’ if I came across them.” 

Interviewer “The elders said that they buried their loved ones high up, so they didn’t 

get wet, and they used rocks. They didn’t have shovels long ago, so in summertime they 

used rocks and piled them on top in a high place.” 

C114 “So where you see on a high mound or hill (next to the trail), that’s where they 

would bury the body. They don’t bury them; they put them on a high hill. They put them 

high so they don’t get wet. There are lots of burial sites, they just can’t remember where 

they all are.” 

C20a “Sometimes you can’t see the burial grounds because through time, the animals 

would scatter the bones.” 

C114” Because this is a main travel route for dogteam so there are many burial sites 

there, her parents, and my parents. Along the shorelines, they would have various 

camping sites. That whole lake (Hanningayuk), it’s the route to Contwoyto Lake, by 

dogteam.” 
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C20b “People died in many places. There would be a lot of burial sites there. Nobody 

goes there now, but there are still burial sites and camping grounds there. Because 

there used to be lots of people travelling there, on that travelling route between 

Contwoyto and George Lake.” 

C20a “Here (on proposed winter roads from Contwoyto Lake to the Goose Property to 

the George Property (Figure 3)), this is the road they followed, the road route they used, 

that’s the elders’ travel route by dogteam…. Instead of going over the high mountains, 

you use the easiest road. 

All along here you will see grave sites on the eskers and high mountains. That’s how 

they used to travel, from Contwoyto to here (Bathurst Inlet). So you will see old burial 

sites. Maybe you can’t see them now because they are overgrown but there are lots in 

that area…The whole road route, both sides, could have burial grounds.” 

C114 “My great-grandparents are buried there. It’s right near the falls, where it doesn’t 

freeze. Yes right there, they are buried there. My mum said that’s right on the calving 

route. Right on their dogteam travel route.” Consultants mapped burial sites both at 

north and south ends of Beechey Lake. 

4.5. Artifacts, Songs and Drum Dances 

C113 “Anyplace that you travel on the inlet you see signs of our ancestors having been 

there. Their tent rings, or inokhok, things of that nature, you see that all the way down 

the inlet.” 

C114 “It covers all the land, where people have been camping through the generations 

and generations.” 

Artifacts 

C51 “And the archaeology too, dates back hundreds, thousands of years, long before 

the Ice Age came. You find a lot of archaeological artifacts, stone broad heads, stone 

tools, knives, and stuff like that in the Bathurst area, in coastal areas.” 

C111 “People, when they leave their stuff and they're going to come back, they buried 

them, they just don't leave them out they buried them so that they could come back. 

But they may not be able to come back for some reason. They don't leave them out; 

they buried them. They're not broken or anything, they buried them underground so 

nobody else would take them. If they come back they take them back. Most times 

maybe they don't go back there.” 

C51 “When you see stuff like that, you never remove that stuff. It was put there for a 

purpose so you leave it alone. You don't take it away from those areas because of a 

specific reason they were put there. A lot of times it's sacred, something very sacred for 

that person who was using that cooking pot. Stuff like that was very sacred to the 
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people where they put it. They may not have left it for there for very long, they may be 

coming back again. Sometimes they leave it there.” 

Songs and Drum Dances 

C51 “We have to remember the songs, when they make songs, some of them are very, 

very sacred to our people. And some of them can be very sacred to yourself, how you 

have lived with this person, how you have known this person. The songs can be very, 

very sacred, along with the tattoos. They are very, very sacred when they put on these 

tattoos. It's not a beauty thing that some people have come to know. From my 

grandmother’s stories of these tattoos, they are very sacred. And also the way you 

drum, how you sing your song, how they sang their song, it was very, very sacred to 

some people. 

Some people, especially some elders, some elders have gone now. And they were 

singing and doing these drum dances. It's like show and tell. It's good alright but it's 

sacred stuff that they're singing about. It's not just for show and tell. They're very, very 

old stories.” 

5. TRAVEL  

Before contact, the main mode of Inuit transportation was walking and dog-team. It was only in 
the early 1960s that the snowmachine replaced the dogteam as the main mode of transportation. 
Inuit used dogteams when hunting tuktuit (caribou) and nattik (seals), and for packing supplies. 
During winter sleds were used to pack and transport belongings, on sea ice and river ice. In the 
snow-free season backpacks were placed on the dogs. 

C114 “My grandfather travelled on foot. He didn’t go on dogteam, only walking. He 

followed the dogteam…. He walked, and walked. Healthiest man in the world.” 

The travel and harvesting routes of Kiligiktokmiut covered the length and breadth of Kiligiktokmik 
(Figure 3). Their overland routes started on the ocean from the mouths of the major rivers such 
as Hiukkittak, Angimayak, Kolgayok and Kunayok, and then headed inland. Further south, their 
travels took them to Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake) and Hannigayok (Back River). 

The maps used by the consultants did not contain the proposed Sabina developments. These were 
overlaid on the consultants’ data for purposes of this report. 

Before contact, the proposed winter road linkage from Goose property to the Tibbitt to 
Contwoyto Winter Road was the traditional travel route that Inuit took from Contwoyto Lake to 
Bathurst Inlet, from inland to the sea. After the establishment of the fur-trading posts in Bathurst 
Inlet, this was the same route that Inuit used to take their furs to market and to obtain supplies. 
The rugged surrounding topography made the route from Contwoyto to Goose Lake the major 
and only travel corridor from inland, as illustrated by the occurrence of burial sites all along this 
route (Figure 3). More options were available for travel from the Goose property to the George 
property and then to the ocean, although all proposed winter roads are also traditional Inuit travel 
routes (Figure 3). 

The maps of Inuit travel and gathering places essentially are also maps of important harvesting 
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areas. Kiligiktokmik and its coastal river systems was an important harvesting region for Inuit 
because it was rich in wildlife resources, for caribou and large mammals, trapping furbearers and 
for fishing.  

C20a “My parents had to travel long distances. I would be back-packed by my father. 

And they would travel for days, long distance travel. My parents often travelled around 

Beechey Lake when I was young…. 

There are a lot of caribou blinds around where they travelled as well. The dogs would 

be backpacking whatever necessities they had taken on their travels and they would 

travel on.” 

C114 “My dad made it from here (Cambridge Bay) to Bathurst, there was no Hudson’s 

Bay there (no trading post store), no manager there. He needed supplies, the store was 

supposed to be open but there was nobody there. So he took off for Garry Lakes, there 

was nobody there. He was with my uncle, he was only 17. From Garry Lakes they went 

to Baker Lake, there was still nobody there. From there they went to Rankin Inlet. That’s 

all by dogteam. They went to Rankin Inlet, got their supplies, and came back.” 

C51 “My uncle, just when Bathurst started to have an outpost there, all the way from 

Pellatt Lake and Contwoyto Lake area, my uncle walked all the way down to Bathurst 

for a medical problem. He knew that there was going to be a nurse there. The 

manager's wife was a nurse at the trading post… There were medical supplies too. Not 

only for that, but also to get ammo or ammunition. That’s what they mostly went down 

for.” 

5.1.Dogteam and Snowmachine 

Travel routes were traditional and well used, because of the rugged topography of the Bathurst 
Inlet area. These well-travelled routes were dotted with camping places, and special harvesting 
areas which were marked with inokhok. 

C114 “There are lots of inokhok, small ones (within an area east of and adjacent to 

Hanimok (Hackett River)). Most of them are half the size of that (of the table). That 

travel route by dogteam, it’s the only place we saw that didn’t have too many boulders. 

It’s a valley. It’s really, really rough. We traveled for three weeks.” 

C110 “They don't go through here because this is really high country here (area to the 

west of Kilokgiktok (Western River). They have a name for this area but I can't 

remember what it’s called. It's a mountainous area. There are mountains here so you 

have to go through here to here. So they have to go through here. 

By dog team they came to this river. They go through this here, avoiding this great big 

country; these mountains (from Bathurst Inlet south to Kilokgiktok (Western River)). 

These are winter routes, winter travel routes by dog team. I remember coming down 

these mountains, from these mountains down to Bathurst, couple of times.” 
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C114 “Because the land is so rough, they have to use connecting rivers and lakes to 

travel with dogteam. 

Mara is really hard to get up. There are only two places to get up on Mara… Further 

down, there are only two places you can get down. Straight down but that would be 

really scary! We went where Hackett and Mara meet (Hanimok), when we were going 

back home from Contwoyto Lake, where the two meet, and there was a wolverine right 

behind us (following the sled). 

In this river, I remember going from here, camping all the way here, going up, going 

down here because it was too high to go down. What my dad had to do was to put 

rope on that sled and then we slide down. They travelled from there, down to there. 

That’s all travel by dogteam.” 

C113 “I was just stating that as a young lad, newly wed, I liked to explore new country 

and I spent a lot of time travelling. I went there with my brother-in-law. We were 

heading up to Contwoyto Lake and we got weathered out so we spent all our time in 

the Mara River, Hackett River area. This was early 1990s, late 1980s. We ran into what 

is now known as Hackett.” 

C114 “And summertime travel, I remember from here we walked on the top of this 

mountain, straight across to there, one summer (along a travel route from Tahikafalok 

(Bathurst Lake) north to Kingaok). That’s when I was really small. We camped there… I 

must have been six years old.” 

In this river, I remember going from here, camping all the way here, going up, going 

down here because it was too high to go down. What my dad had to do was to put 

rope on that sled and then we slid down.” 

C51 “The closer you get to Hackett River; it (the landscape) becomes really large 

boulder fields… Once you get up on the higher and flatter areas, it becomes easier to 

travel, where it's less rugged. 

Coming up from George Lake; that was the only route could get down. I remember all 

right. Any other place I couldn't get down.” 

C113 “It’s really steep. It’s maybe two thousand (feet above the river). It’s a long ways 

down… I lost two runners on my sled when I was going down. And I slowed down to 

stop. I had my eight year old son behind me on the sled. The sled just passed right by 

us. The skidoo went right over us, didn’t even touch us.” 

C110 “I remember going down to here. Really rugged country. I remember using those 

kaliktiktak, brakes.” 

C51 “(We used) rope, really thick rope, inch and a half wide. To slow a fully loaded sled 

from going down the hill with the dog team.” 
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C110 “It's all rugged through here.” 

C113 “Really hard to skidoo that route. We tried to skidoo up that river, next to 

impossible.” 

Dogs were used in summer as well as winter by some families. 

C113 “The dogs of her parents and her brother’s dogteam were mean. They were half 

dog, half wolf, big. They travelled winter and summer.” 

C114 “When we travel in summer time with my mum and dad from that camp at the 

end of the bay to the end of this lake here (Bathurst Lake), where you go up and walk 

on top of the mountain with the dogs. The dogs packed half of the stuff and my parents 

packed the rest of the stuff and the dogs packed me and my sister… It’s a long walk. 

That was in the summer time. 

That’s what we did all summer too. The dogs were actually pulling sleds (at Hiukkittak). 

This is when I was five years old. They had to tie me to the sled because I would fall off, 

they go too fast.” 

Proposed Winter Road Links from George and Goose Properties to Tibbitt to Contwoyto 
Winter Road 

As noted in the introduction to this report section, all proposed winter roads fall on traditional 
Inuit travel routes, and both Goose and George properties are sites of traditional Inuit occupation 
(Figure 3). The consultants’ transcripts about their travel is generalized, the reader should consult 
the map (Figure 3) for detailed information.  

C207 “I skidoo-ed that whole river (from Pellatt Lake to Nose Lake to Mara River).” 

C114 “It (the proposed winter road alignment from Contwoyto to Goose to George) is 

right on the travel route. That’s the travelling route from Contwoyto Lake to George 

Lake.” 

C113 “They use that route in summertime too, travelers going to Contwoyto.” 

C51 “I can recall going towards Beechey Lake. This is one of our (routes). This lake here, 

this has been one of our areas where we built an igloo, where we build our second igloo. 

From there, there are many ways that we could take. Sometimes we go towards the 

north part of the area. It's not (always) the same. We don’t take the same route every 

year. Our routes at times are different from year to year. 

But, mostly on this Lake here we have we would have an igloo, our second igloo, the 

first igloo being on Nose Lake. This other one here there will be another one here, and 

from here. Every year is a little bit different. Sometimes you take a different route 

towards Beechey Lake, different little routes. 

A lot of times they go through Nose Lake in all these areas, just to get from Contwoyto 

and Pellatt Lake areas. All this route here, all the way down to the ocean. That 
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represents a route that may have been used way before our time.” 

From Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake) to Kingaok 

C110 “Talking about travel routes, I know there are some travel routes going through 

here, to here and down to Western River by the ocean. Going down to the ocean 

towards Bathurst Inlet, somewhere down this way. It's not exact but somewhere in this 

area (travel routes going up to Bathurst Inlet for trading). 

And there is another route here. There's quite a few of them. These are the routes that 

I knew going down to the ocean. There is a name for this great big hill here, this great 

big ridge at the end of Bathurst Inlet. You have to go on the west side of that. There 

would be travel routes all going down for traveling in here, this way, and this way, even 

for caribou hunting and wolf hunting.” 

5.2. Kayak and Omiak 

When the ocean, lakes and rivers were ice-free, Inuit used kayait and flat-bottomed boats made 
of skins over a frame of willows (omiak). During summer and fall Inuit hunted caribou at nadlok 
using kayait. These kayait were long and thin, with a willow frame covered with caribou or seal 
hides. They were unsteady craft and required a skilled operator. When a large herd moved 
through during the summer and fall, there could be many caribou crossing.  

C13 “I have heard that they used this land a lot by walking and by using kayak as well. 

Some traveled by land and some by kayak. 

They would camp by the caribou crossings, by the lake and rivers to wait for the caribou 

to cross. And sometimes they would rest in the area to wait for the caribou to cross 

during the day. The caribou are more likely to swim and cross later in the day.” 

C111 “There used to be a lot of people who used to travel by kayak and by water. The 

men would be in the kayaks and the ladies would walk the dogs.” 

C51 “Those (kayaks) are made for speed… Long and narrow. How they make the 

bottom of the boat, you have a deep V in some of these boats. These kayaks are more 

of a cone shape. The freighters (omiak) were a little bit more flat. Those ones are made 

for freight, for hauling, they were a little bit wider.” 

C13 “When I learned, it was really lots of fun. My uncle start telling me, the caribou 

swimming, you got to try to get the caribou with, what you call those things, harpoon. 

So when the caribou swimming I got to learn that too, for hunting.” 

C51 “And we made kayaks. There were several different types of kayaks that we made 

from these willows. Especially in the little streams you have all these avalakiak, 10 foot 

tall willow trees. We used them for both frames; kayak frames and also omiak frames. 

And they made, some people made these for speed, these kayaks. And some made for 

freight; freighter kayaks. 
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Some (kayaks were used) in the lakes; the larger lakes. Some elders, some people would 

actually make omiaks for the big lakes too… Big boats, yes. The whole family fit… 

Everybody gets into this boat, several families; with all go pick aaukpik on the islands. 

And to move around also. And that’s how our omiaks were made long ago, with willows 

and bearded seal hides. 

Some people use sealskin and some people use caribou (to make kayait). Caribou hide. 

Mostly inland people use caribou hide and muskox hide. Muskox hide was used for 

omiak, because it was thicker and stronger.” 

5.3. Dangerous Places 

Locations of places where travel was dangerous consist primarily of rivers and lakes with thin ice, 
open water, and persistent overflow. A total of 14 locations were mapped, found throughout the 
local study area (Figure 4). 

C51 “… There are a lot of places in Nunavut, around these areas, especially rivers, where 

these places don't freeze year-round. It's not a big humongous falls or a very strong 

river but they still don't freeze year-round. Some of these places, when it is 40 or 50 

below, you can still go fishing in winter.  

There are stories from our elders where they found places that are very dangerous that 

they have come to know in their travels and they passed it on to us. They pass it on to 

the younger people and they tell stories about those places and they pass it on to us…” 

C110 “This would be an agiak which means outlet and this would be monoa which 

means Inlet… You could say that every other place like right here, water bodies, have 

monoa and agiak. And these would be dangerous places for travel. Even the outlets 

will have thin ice.” 

C13 “The narrow channels can get thin very quickly even in the fall time. When there 

are times that the weather is mild, the channels will get thin very quickly. It’s the same 

in the ocean and the lakes that this happens.” 

C110 “Even the slow currents can get thin quickly.” 

C118 “Kitokak and nadlok (between North Quadyuk and Quadyuk Islands). That’s 

always open year round”. 

These places of open water were dangerous for travel but also important spots for fishing, and 
for access to fresh water during winter. 

C114 “…. Sometimes they have to go from here by the lakes all the way but you have 

to be really careful where you go because its open water here (south Ekalokhiokvik). 

Open year round. They have to travel up top there, through this lake, but you have to 

go either this way or this way. You end up going all the way up through these lakes (a 

winter travel route on west side of Bathurst Inlet). 
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They do a lot of fishing there because you don’t have to make holes, open water. You 

have to go through those lakes. You can’t really travel on the land because there are 

really high mountains there.” 

Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake) 

C51” Just like any other Lake, Beechey Lake, being one of the main rivers, it will have in 

wintertime these little narrows, will always have thin ice year-round. And most little 

areas like this here.” 

C51 “Because it's on the outlet. This land is little bit lower than up here. This whole area 

will always be very dangerous and you have to be very mindful of those places (Winter 

Waters Reach).” 

C114 “In wintertime there’s always overflow around there.” 

C120 “Right at the edge, the narrow part. End of that Beechey Lake.” 

Hanimok (Mara River) 

C114 “It’s always overflowing there, all the time. Right on the bend, it’s open there all 

the time.” 

C113 “I fell through the ice there. When we drove up the first time, we couldn’t even 

go, so much water.” 

Ghurka – Migration – Thistle Lakes 

C20a “Some lakes around that area could be very dangerous.” 

C114 “Some of them don’t freeze, or they freeze but there is really thin ice.” 

C121 “Sometimes there is only a thin layer of ice covering those lakes, on the top, 

covering.” (On Migration Lake and chain of lakes on southern portion of the proposed 

winter road south of Contwoyto Lake (Figure 1)). 

C114 “Sometimes when the lakes have really thick snow, the ice below can be very thin, 

very dangerous for travel.” 

The portages between these lakes were also difficult for travel due to soil instability. 

C20a “The land around there, sometimes, it stays too muddy, like quicksand.” 

C114 “Yes, when the rain starts, it could be like quicksand.” 

C20a “And it’s difficult to travel because when it’s like that the sled sinks quicker.” 

5.4. Traplines 

Trapping was an important activity for Inuit and part of many other winter harvesting activities. 
Inuit trapped and traded the pelts of many animals including caribou, white and red fox, arctic 
hares, ground squirrels, grizzly bears, wolverine, wolves and muskrat. However, the primary 
furbearer that was trapped was tigiganiak (Arctic or white fox). Wolves and wolverine were not 
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important pelts for sale to the fur market until snowmachines were introduced and Inuit could 
hunt them effectively. 

C13 “When there were hardly any foxes to trap in this area they would go and trap in 

Bathurst area. Sometimes there were days when trapping was slow.” 

C111 “Most people will go to Bathurst area, if they have a hard time for fox hunting.” 

C13 “If people were having a hard time traveling in this area, they would move 

somewhere else like Bathurst or Contwoyto or this area here.” 

C20a “Trapline for blue, silver foxes, all types. This trapline runs across the northern 

part of Bathurst Inlet, across the ocean. It starts at (Kangihoakyok) Daniel Moore Bay 

and ends at (Kigaotagyok) Turnagain Point.” 

C51 “This Beechey Lake area is where my dad and our elders from the past have talked 

a lot about; Hanningayuk. My dad and I have long been in the past by dog team. We 

had our trap line towards Beechey Lake, from Contwoyto and Pellatt Lake; more so 

from Pellatt Lake because that’s where I have lived the longest. And from there (I 

traveled) just trapping alone, more in my younger days. My dad has done a lot of living 

all around Beechey Lake.” 

5.5. Meetings with Dene 

Although most of the consultants had no knowledge on Dene being at Bathurst Inlet, one 
consultant knew of a very old story of Dene and Inuit interactions at Arctic Sound. 

C111 “First time I ever hear of Indians coming down before, from our grandparents’ 

parents. I will tell you a little bit about what I heard. The first Indians that that were 

coming around, they were mean to people. They don't know where they came from; 

they were just killing off people, any people they saw.” 

C110 “These stories are before white man contact.” 

C111 “Way before. They were killing off people when they first come up here. So this is 

what I heard, from the stories from many years ago. They said they were tired of being 

killed off. So they waited until the evening, you know how Indians have their dancing 

circles (powwows). These people, how we say, angatkuk, their shamans, would put 

their power to them and let them dance and then they killed them all off. After that I 

guess they started knowing that the Inuit have power too. So then they got along with 

everybody else.” 

I remember my mom was showing me there was a big evik, a killing site. It was all 

grown over with some kinds of plants. It was really huge; my mom was telling me about 

the story about that. It was really big.” 

C110 “This is somewhere in Arctic Sound, where they had wars.” 
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5.6. Current Use 

The consultants were asked if people, especially younger people, currently travelled to the 
Bathurst Inlet area to go hunting and fishing. 

C110 “Not really anymore. Maybe in wintertime.” 

C111 “Just around Bathurst area (Kingaok).” 

C110 “Mostly wintertime. Summertime, is mostly boating but wintertime they go 

inland to go hunting. Especially with faster machines that go further. Compared to dog 

team, dog teams used to go far. With machines somehow seems they can't get as far 

for some reason.” 

C51 “Even though they are dogs, you have to think about how well treated they are, 

how well fed they are… As long as they have food to eat they will carry you far. Fast, 

and in a hurry all right.” 

C110 “You have to keep in mind that our generation were taken away (sent to 

residential school) during that time when our people were still living up there. That time 

we lost most of our knowledge about this area because we were going to school in 

wintertime. 

We didn't live up there anymore in wintertime. We lived mostly on the coast in 

summertime. Wintertime we could not travel back. We had no machines. We had dog 

teams. We couldn't go back there in wintertime because we were gone in wintertime, 

all the time for long periods, like 12 years or so. So it's kind of hard to recall what was 

up there.” 

C51 “In springtime. People from Cambridge still tend to go there, wolf hunting… From 

here (Kugluktuk) too. Like myself with Joseph (a community member) we made a couple 

trips to Bathurst. Joseph wanted to go further east, from where he was remembering 

in the past, because there were always wolves around those areas all winter long. 

That's where we went for wolf hunting. And sure enough there were many wolves that 

we caught.” 

C110 “Nowadays, I don't think there is any more trapping.” 

C51 “Seldom. But more in the past. Because of crossings having food, that smell of food 

practically all winter long, from those caribou dying at these crossings. Makes it good 

trapping area.” 

6. SPECIAL RESOURCES 

6.1. Copper 

Tools such as ulu blades, arrowheads and knife blades were made from copper or silver. The major 
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source of copper for Kiligiktokmiut was Kanuyak, which means copper. Copper was also obtained 
from Egloyoalik (Cockburn Islands). 

C110 “One (place where people found copper) was this island here. I’m not too exactly 

sure of the exact place, but this island (Chapman Island).” 

C118 “When we were stranded on one point, we went to pick up his nephew, and we 

were stranded for about five days. When we are stranded we don’t have very much to 

do, so we tend to walk around a lot. And his wife was walking around and she found 

tiny pieces of copper. So we all started to walk around, and we found lots of little tiny 

copper pieces.”(On one of Wilmot Islands (Ongivik).) 

C20a “When we were kids, me and my brother, our parents were camping and we were 

playing outside. We were wandering about, and playing and playing all day. When we 

finally went home to see our parents, our mum asked, ‘where did you pick up that 

copper from?’ I said it’s just a rock. I had a big sheet of copper that I was playing with, 

me and my brother. I didn’t know what it was. There was lots of it but I can’t remember 

where it was. We were just kids. I thought it was just a rock, but it was a big chunk of 

copper that we were playing with. 

This was past Kent Peninsula, those islands. I am trying to remember where we used to 

play. Our parents were hunting for seal, for winter supply. 

There was lots of it there, but I can’t remember where, I was just a kid. I thought it was 

just a rock. My dad was making a boat, so he used the copper for nails for the boat. 

(He worked the copper) just by hammering it into shape. After he made it into a round 

ball, he just hammered it until it turned into a nail.” 

6.2. Carving Stone 

Black soapstone called ‘okohikhaat’ was used to carve the large kudlik, and for making cooking 
pots. Inuit looked for this stone around riverbanks or the ocean shore. Stone for making oil lamps 
and pots was found at a variety of places  

Interviewer “Is that carving stone for kudlik or carving stone for art?” 

C118 “I think they used it for several things.” 

Interviewer “Tools and implements?” 

C118 “Yes.” C118 mapped a location for carving stone on Koagyok (one of the Goulburn 

Islands). 

6.3. Soil for Sled Runners 

C121 mapped a location between two lakes Kalgilik and Ighugugialik where there was good soil 
for mudding the runners of the sled. 

C121 “Really nice soil for sled runners, where there are no rocks.” 
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7. TUKTUIT (CARIBOU) 

Tuktuit are the most important wildlife species for western Kitikmiut. Without tuktuit, survival on 
the land was not possible. Tuktuit provided food, clothing, utensils, tools, and shelter. The life 
cycle of tuktuit was a major factor in where people travelled and where their seasonal camps 
were located. The workshops focused on documenting site-specific data for caribou (Figure 5), 
especially for Island caribou as little specific information was available in the NTKP. 

7.1. Herds and Inter-breeding 

C117 “Nowadays they see the Island Caribou mixing, which they’ve never done before.” 

C114 “They interbreed because we are getting some Island caribou that are darker 

colour on the fur. Most of the Island caribou are white in colour in the fall time when 

they are migrating through.  

Right now we do have some that are dark in colour, which is interbreeding with 

mainland caribou… They mix during spring during breeding season. Island caribou, 

what they are doing, is migrating to the mainland in springtime, mating season, as well 

as the mainland caribou which are migrating from east to west.”  

C110 “It's probably all the same caribou herd. Ahiak must be mixing up with the Beverly 

and Bathurst.” 

C51 “It’s the Bathurst and Beverley herds that they (the Ahiak herd) are mixing with. 

They've always been doing this, for as long as caribou have been there. People are just 

finally noticing it, these last few years, recently. They just started to come forward, 

these other herds that come around this and other areas too.”  

C111 “Bluenose caribou are taller animals, with longer legs. But the Island Caribou are 

all small, they'll have mostly white coats, the Island Caribou, and they are smaller 

animals. That's how you know that they are Island Caribou.” 

C13 “The caribou from Victoria Island are not from around this area. In 1978 was when 

I first saw them and I did not know they were from north of us. When I first saw them I 

thought the skins were so nice and different. When I got a caribou I brought it to my 

uncle. My uncle told me that they were from the north. I never knew they were from 

the north. It seems like (compared to) when I first got caribou from north of us, they 

are coming more and more each year. The caribou from the north never used to come 

this close. They are small.” 

C51 “That's what we noticed being inland boys for most of our life, dealing with the 

Bathurst and Bluenose and the Beverley herds. We seldom came across the Island 

Caribou way off where we are around Contwoyto and Pellatt Lakes. But every once in 

a while we do see them because of their coat. They’re white, pale white, year-round, 

pretty much all white year-round.” 
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C110 “But over the years I've noticed that some of these Bathurst caribou are ending 

up at Victoria Island, following the Island Caribou herd. Not that many but I've seen 

them going down that way with the Island Caribou. Within the last 30 years, I guess, 

I've seen them, 30, 40 years ago.” 

C110 “Another thing, talking about Island caribou, we notice that in summertime 

sometimes they are on the mainland. Not all of them go back to the Island, some of 

them stay behind. And I believe they mix together. They mate, produce different 

caribou, different animals.” 

C111 “When I was in Taloyoak this springtime, I saw a really huge caribou skin. I 

thought it was a polar bear. I said what is that, polar bear? They said it is a caribou 

skin. But it had Island white fur. It was really huge.” 

C51 “And then they go stay with that herd for that season. That's why I said sometimes 

you get pure white caribou, or very, very white caribou come through the area. They 

are the Island Caribou following the Bathurst caribou.” 

7.2. Abundance 

C110 “Back in the early 1950s, when I was 3, 4, 5, 6 years old, we used to go trading in 

summer, springtime go visit Bathurst Inlet trading post. During that time period, 

springtime, when the birds start coming through from the treeline, we'd be there for a 

couple of weeks or so. The caribou would be going through constantly for two weeks, 

going east towards Ellice River, the calving grounds. Day and night, nonstop.” 

And then you go sleep for a while, sleeping period, you wake up, and the caribou are 

still coming! 24 hours a day nonstop. And then Lupin came in, it’s right on the Bathurst 

herd major migration route, and the winter road, the whole system, all along that 

migration route. After they came in, for myself, we started noticing that less and less 

caribou were coming through over the years.  

Less and less. And now there are hardly any more coming through, right to Bathurst 

because of all these mines along the way.” 

C51 “And each and every mine that they (caribou) run into, because they have a scent 

gland right at the bottom of their feet, they collect all these chemicals and everything 

on the bottom of their feet. They walk on it and it stays with them for a number of miles 

before it can rub off. In that time I believe what they have stepped on will actually sieve 

through that scent gland and into the body. That's why you see lame caribou or 

something. It’s what I looked at when I was living at Pellatt Lake.” 

I have seen many changes because of this mining activity, exploration activity, be it a 

fully grown mine or just one little box. Drilling in the middle of nowhere can actually 

deter caribou from going to that area and maybe going to another area. That's what 
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is disrupting the migration route of the caribou.” 

C51 “There are less caribou now. Herds are smaller now. (There has been a) big die off 

like in the 1950s or the 1940s. Something happened, the numbers were very, very low 

too in those years.  

Another one was wolves. Each and every animal has a cycle, in its natural state. The 

wolf cycle, there tend to be more wolves in some years, that's what we see. What we’re 

seeing now is more wolves here today, compared to what we saw in the past, just 

before we start staying in Kugluktuk. There are more wolf packs than normal. But a 

whole lot less caribou now.” 

C110 “I think what will happen, down the road there will be less wolves again because 

there's less caribou, they will die off. It's a cycle.” 

7.3. Winter Range 

C207 “Ten, twenty years ago, I have seen the Ahiak herd winter around the inlet all the 

way up towards Hackett and Mara River. And they stay all winter around Mara, 

Hackett River. Earlier in the fall they tend to be around Western River, around the 

proposed port site. But last few years I go down in winter and I haven’t seen any there 

in winter around the proposed site.” 

C207 also mapped a large wintering area for mainland caribou southwest of Kingaok.  

C120 indicated that caribou were present west of Beechey Lake all year-round. 

7.4. Migration 

C114 “I’ve seen them down in Hackett area in summer time, that was four or five years 

ago. They were migrating through in very large groups.” 

C114 “We were down there in July and that’s when we saw the caribou migrating 

through. They started around Contwoyto and came through Hackett River.” 

C114 “Here, they used to migrate through here sometimes, across the river and up 

there. We saw some migrating up the river when we were camping here last time. Last 

summer (August 2012), when we were up there for the week. Mainland caribou. That 

was in August.” 

C114 “In fall time, September, there used to be really big migration there, downwards 

and across (down west side of Bathurst Inlet). I used to watch my father hunting. They 

are heading down in the fall; this is mainland caribou.” 

C114 “The main herd that I saw in the summertime was going through here (Hiukkittak 

area).” 

C120 “I would see them here all the time (southeast of Ellice River), when I was growing 
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up. This used to be a main migration, I don’t know about now…. This was sixty years 

ago.” 

7.5. Calving Areas 

Tuktuit calving areas were considered sacred to Inuit. 

C13 “My late uncle used to tell me that his dad used to tell him not to make tea around 

the flat lands as he did not want the ground to be full of soot from the firewood. These 

areas are the calving grounds for the caribou. The area is south of Bay Chimo. My late 

uncle’s dad used to tell him not to make tea around the flat land area but to make tea 

further away from the area. That was the rule long ago.” 

C51 “He's talking about calving grounds. The elders say you should never impact them 

in one form or another because they are really sacred. They care for these calving 

grounds, particular spots on the land where it's just like a large swamp, or swampy 

areas where the ground becomes yellow from the calves. After they calve. And they 

don't want to dirty that part of the land from all the ashes or any other thing. You can't 

camp there, or make fires.” 

C13 “The caribou always return to the same calving grounds to calve year after year.” 

C51 “It goes for all other parts, all other areas too. People have been there for 

thousands of years. It's not only this area. These areas here, because they are migration 

routes.  

Sometimes caribou tend to prefer these areas for calving grounds, because of this 

year’s or last year's plants. It's not this year's plants; it is from years before plants. 

That's why they go there. If they don't find plants they might move to a different area, 

to a different calving area, it might be past Bathurst. Sometimes they would be on the 

east side of Bathurst Inlet, and sometimes on the west side, all along there, and 

anywhere, all the way down to James Bay area.” 

Consultants said that all of Bathurst Inlet was important for calving and that over time all of the 
inlet and surrounding areas would be used. As a result, specific calving areas were not mapped. 

C20a “There are many calving areas. There would be an abundance of calving areas (in 

the proposed development area).” 

C110 “The statement that I can make, which is true, this whole area is a calving ground, 

the whole of Bathurst Inlet corridor. It doesn't matter what years they are, they are 

going to be calving somewhere in here. It doesn't matter which part of this area. The 

whole area is the calving ground. 

They probably go further south but I'm not too sure how far south they go, but the 

whole Inlet area is a calving ground.” 
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C111 “From what I hear about the calving grounds, they use that area for a few years 

and then there will be no food so they change until the food grows there again. There 

are so many of them and there's no food. If they go back next year and there is no food 

for them, they change until the place grows again. They don't just calve in one spot for 

life. They switch … To where there's food for them.” 

7.6. Island Caribou 

During the period of data collection for the NTKP (early 1990s), consultants indicated that Island 
Caribou were on the increase and occupying their former range. However, during the elders’ 
younger years, they had seen few Island Caribou. In recent years, the trend had again reversed 
and Island Caribou as well as the mainland herds had experienced decreases in number. 

C20b “There used to be more Island caribou around Holman. There used to be less 

caribou back then and their main source of food would be seal, because there was no 

caribou at all (for Inuit living near Cambridge Bay, when the elder was a child). And 

then they started traveling towards Cambridge Bay.” 

7.6.1. Crossings 

C51 “The ocean current that I was talking about that stays open pretty much all year 

round is this area here. All this area here is where the ice is thin year round and open 

water in these spots.”  These locations are: open water and thin ice between Banks 

Peninsula and North Quadyuk Island; open water between Algak Island and an island 

east of it; and open water between Ekalulia Island and island west of it. 

C51 “Because it’s open year round, all this area is shallow seas. Currents too, shallow 

currents, not as strong, different strength in different water because its shallow ocean 

around here so it stays pretty much open year round. And caribou crossings, the people 

who come from Holman Island, they say there are always caribou crossing all along 

this route here, both ways.” 

C110 “These are winter crossings (many locations in Bathurst Inlet).” 

C51 “I've traveled a lot over the years. Basically, every one of those islands (islands in 

Bathurst Inlet) has always had caribou a time or two. Being the Island Caribou, where 

they migrate, on these islands, all these little islands, caribou have been through all of 

those islands, to get to the mainland.” 

C111 “It depends on how many caribou there are, they will just cross anywhere it 

doesn't matter how wide. It doesn't have to be a small area, they will cross anywhere. 

This whole area here, I've seen caribou in each island.” 

C51 “There are more crossings. Even over here, just to the west of us (at Kugluktuk), 

there are always caribou crossing there. Over here, further east of Bernard Harbour, 

because of open water, just about year round, just on this side of Victoria Island. They 
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are finding more caribou crossings over there too. 

Talking to local hunters, when they go from here, they go … Just like (a hunter) has an 

outpost camp at Richardson Islands. He says there is always more caribou crossing by 

there year-round too, to the other islands. When you think of animals doing that, they 

have to be crossing through there to the mainland, over here too.” 

7.6.2. Winter Range 

C51 “Most times, just like all omingmak too, they want to find a little less snow to dig 

into and they tend to stay up mostly on high hills or rolling hills where they can feed, 

where there is less snow, where it is easier to dig into. And same with the caribou too. 

More into higher ground in the winter time and feeding in those areas… 

Over those years on that trapline from Pellatt Lake, from time to time, every once in a 

while we run into Island Caribou as well. This was on a trapline to Hannigayok from 

Pellatt Lake. Sometimes the Island Caribou would winter in that area. 

My dad has always shown me the differences, because it's so white. I asked him once 

in a while, and just like a fox, just pure white. We would see them several years apart 

then. But comparing that to the 1960s and 1950s, it was very seldom seen. There are 

more nowadays.”  

C110 “In wintertime Island Caribou start coming across and they are not only on the 

west side but all the way down to the end of the inlet, into inland. So they are staying. 

And I've noticed that too, hunting down there sometimes. We've seen Island Caribou 

down here too, in all these areas. 

… And as (others) said, all the way down to Contwoyto Lake. And one time, me and my 

brother went up to the Thelon Game Sanctuary. We were down there, right around the 

borders and we noticed some kind of caribou down around there too. Middle of winter. 

So they all go down here.” 

C20b “The island caribou winter down in Bay Chimo area. In wintertime the Island 

Caribou would travel around Bay Chimo area.” 

C207 “The Island caribou always winter around the inlet until about late March, early 

April until they head back. But not as many as there used to be.” 

C20b “All winter long, all year long, the caribou travel around Omingmaktok area. But 

it’s decreasing.” 
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8. MAMMALS 

8.1. Carnivores 

The importance of the Bathurst Inlet area for caribou meant the entire region was also important 
for all carnivore species. Consultants documented large increases in numbers of carnivores in 
recent years, especially wolves and bears. 

C110 “Going back to wolves, Beechey Lake, Hanningayuk, some years when the 

migration starts too early, or the ice doesn't get thick, or spring breaks up easy, what 

will happen is this great big herd comes through here, and lots of animals got lost in 

here. They all end up on the shores here drowned. There will be tons of them. You get 

lots of wolves and grizzlies, and wolverine.” 

C51 “That’s where all the carnivores congregate year-round.” 

C110 “Sometimes there would be so many caribou killed, both shores would be full of 

caribou.” 

C51 “Especially year-round because of Hackett River. Hackett River has really deep, 

deep gouges, where the river flows at these crossings, and a lot of times these caribou 

don't even make it across to the other side. That's where they die and become bear 

food and wolf food. In those areas, they stay around those areas year-round because 

of what they can eat from the river; these caribou that didn't make it over the summer. 

All year-round. Being on the trapline route also we always notice pretty much Hackett 

River area because of the ruggedness of the river and these caribou crossings. These 

caribou crossings are so deep sometimes that the caribou have a hard time getting 

out…. The entire river area…. The Mara too...” 

C113 “As a child growing up on the island when I’m out fishing, I love to fish with a rod. 

Back then I never thought of anything that would become. Today when I do the same 

thing, fishing, I always have to take a rifle to make sure there are no bears around. 

There are so many bears now, that we have never seen on Victoria Island, ever. There 

are hundreds of them I believe on the island. 

The same thing with the wolves, the last two years just around the outskirts of 

Cambridge Bay, there was between 70 and 100 wolves taken, just around the outskirts. 

The outfitter that runs the airplane, flying around with his clients on the west side, he 

claims he’s seen 500 wolves on the island. That’s a lot of predators.” 

C51 “What we have noticed is climate change everywhere, or something, in the air. All 

populations of wildlife, all species, carnivores, predators, their populations have risen 

very, very fast over the years. That’s what we have noticed, along with the muskox. But 

caribou, for some reason, their population seems to be lower now.” 
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8.2. Akhak (Grizzly Bear and Black Bear) 

All of Kilogiktok was an important region for akhak, because of the abundance of tuktuit, and 
because of fisheries resources. There had been an increase in the numbers and distribution of 
akhak in recent times, especially in coastal areas. Akhak typically were seen in spring and fall, 
during fish spawning runs, and caribou migration. The movements of akhak were associated with 
the major river systems and their watersheds. Consultants were asked to map site-specific data 
for grizzly bears, including where they were known to den (Figure 6). 

8.2.1. Abundance and Distribution 

C110 “Just like we said with those other animals, this is all bear country also. Most of 

their dens are close to where they go fishing or hunting. I remember one time we were 

in a helicopter, coming from Goose Lake, coming down to Bathurst, coming around and 

we are right here. We were flying really low, not really, really low, but low, we were 

just coming down and all of a sudden we saw bears all over the place. We saw seven 

of them. I guess they were fishing in here.  

We only saw seven but there must have been more because it's so bushy in there. They 

all took off when they heard the helicopter. They probably took off even before the 

helicopter got there but we saw seven of them running away. What I heard later is that 

they were fishing for grayling in there, July, late July. Mid-to-late July. 

I will tell you one thing though. Over the years, in my time, when I was young, we used 

to travel so much. You would be lucky to see one bear in a year. Or you would only see 

one during the year. But now, every camping trip you go on, or you go out somewhere, 

you see two or three at a time. In the past, you would never ever see them, for years 

maybe, once every year maybe.”  

C51 “Every other day, we are noticing more bears, especially around this area where 

they used to be seldom seen. Many, many years ago too, maybe one or two a year but 

every week or so, all these camps, all in the surrounding area, bears are getting into 

their cabins.”  

C110 “Cycles, or climate change probably mostly has something to do with it. I believe 

further down south, southern Canada, southern North America too, it's so warm. 

Everything is moving up. Forest fires, more forest fires. Animals are trying to escape to 

somewhere. I think that's what's happening. There are more bears up here due to that 

and probably more bears being born, more food. That's what I've noticed over the years 

in my time. We used to see only one bear once a year maybe and sometimes none at 

all. And now you see them anywhere you go. All over. All over the north.” 

C13 “We are getting lots of akhak. It never used to be like that. They are all over now. 

I never used to see that. We would see one akhak, once in a while, one or two, or three 

times all summer. Now there are lots all over.” 
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C110 “There are more bears all over the coast and inland whereas they were rarely 

seen many years ago. You were lucky to see them every once in a while. It’s mostly a 

concern for camping, like staying in camps. People are more apprehensive if they have 

to go camping. Lots of bear sightings.” 

C207 “I’ve seen this summer that the grizzlies are very healthy. I’ve seen five different 

mothers with two cubs last winter, small cubs (cubs of the year). They all have two cubs 

and sometime they have three. We get a lot more wolves coming into the camp, right 

into the camp and going after the dogs. One time I had to shoot a dog (who was 

attacked) from a wolf. I shot a grizzly. The predators are getting more, more bear and 

wolves last few years, not many caribou. 

Just this summer, going around Bathurst Inlet, we’ve seen five or six mothers with two 

cubs just from last winter. And the bears I’ve seen are becoming more aggressive. They 

don’t scare off as easy. You fire a shot at them to scare them off, they do nothing, they 

just stand there and some come after you.” 

C113 “We have bears now trying to come into town (Cambridge Bay). They will take a 

bite out of anything once just to taste it.” 

8.2.2. Diets 

C207 “(The bears eat) anything, roots.” 

C114 “Berries.” 

C117 “Squirrels, lemmings. (The bears) are digging the ground, wrecking the ground, 

going after the squirrels.” 

C207 “Also, I noticed that the ground squirrels are getting low numbers. I’ve seen bears 

going after the ground squirrels, its’ no effort for them, even big rocks. And they eat a 

lot of berries as well.” 

C114 “But last couple of years, the berries haven’t really been good, there haven’t been 

many berries because it’s too dry. The predators are preying on squirrels and caribou 

more.” 

C114 “Yes, I noticed that too. Last week when we were traveling on the mainland we 

saw so many bears, but we didn’t see any squirrels.” 

C113 “You see the land churned up, the bears are digging for them. Normally you see 

them, and you hear them. (But not so much recently).” 

8.2.3. Black Bears 

C110 “Talking about black bears, I don't think I've seen one in Bathurst Inlet area, but 

I've heard stories that they are there. Not too long ago, about five years ago, my mom 
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said she saw one somewhere down there, Bay Chimo area. I've heard that, over the 

years, they were very secretive, but I guess they are starting to see more.” 

8.3. Amagok (Wolf) 

Inuit generally hunted amagok and tuktuit together. When their pelts became highly valued, 
amagok were, and continue to be, highly sought after by Inuit. With incentives such as bounties 
and high pelt prices, Inuit began to specifically target amagok in certain areas and at certain times 
of year. Inuit traveled extensive distances in search of amagok and Kiligiktokmik (Bathurst Inlet) 
was one of the major hunting areas. Consultants were asked to map site-specific data for wolves 
included denning areas, which had been identified as a data gap (Figure 7). 

C51 “There are several species of wolves around this area. Another one follows the 

northern Québec herd, the Beverly herd. The wolves over there they are the very long, 

orangey type. The timber wolves would be more treeline, and they follow the Bathurst 

herd more. They come from the east, that's what our elders have always said. They 

follow the Beverly herd… 

They would see them year-round too. But more so when caribou (from different herds) 

started to calve in this area, you would see a mixture of different kinds of amagok.”  

8.3.1. Abundance 

C113 “Growing up in the north, and being out with the animals, living with the animals, 

you see changes in the migration routes and the different species that you see. The 

wolves, when there’s a pack of wolves, just the two dominant, male and female, will 

bring out pups. When you take the alpha male or female out of a pack, say a pack of 

30 animals, they are going to split up and they are going to start their own packs.  

So that’s why you see the numbers really growing, the alphas are being taken. The pack 

numbers will not totally break up, but they have to go out and make more puppies so 

instead of just the dominant male and female giving offspring, the next year you will 

see a half a dozen of the other members starting their own pack.  

That’s my way of thinking. You want to take the numbers down, if you take the alpha, 

there will be more wolves in the following season. I believe that to be right, I could be 

wrong but that’s my way of thinking of why the numbers have come up so fast and so 

high. I know when I go wolf hunting myself I like to take the alphas. The subordinate 

members will come to look at what happened to the alphas and you can harvest more 

of them that way. You pick up that kind of hunting methods that Inuit living on the land 

learn to understand, when you do this, there will be more. If you do it a different way, 

they will still remain. That’s my way of thinking, the numbers have come up because 

the alphas are taken, the pack splits up and you get more wolves, more pups the 

following year.” 
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8.3.2. Distribution 

C110 “Around Beechey Lake, Hanningayuk area, all of it is an important habitat for all 

of the wolves, because the caribou migrate through there winter and summer.” 

C51 “And it's also an important place where they den.” 

C110 “I remember when we were living down here, wintertime, when we were small 

children. There would be so many wolves in wintertime that the trails would be that 

wide. Big packs. There used to be so much in here. I remember when we were living 

here, there used to be lots of families living in here; because of fall time clothing 

gathering, food gathering. Wintertime, the wolves hung out in there. There would be 

so many of them. All those families had big dog teams.” 

C51 “They (Inuit families camping) would be surrounded by these packs of wolves.” 

C110 “There were six or eight families in that area. They had all their dog teams with 

them in the campsites. When the wolves came around, those dogs wouldn't make a 

peep. They were really scared because there were too many wolves. Those dogs don't 

make any noise at all. At that time I wouldn't know (how many) but there were so 

many. But in recent times, past 20 or 30 years, I've run into some packs that had over 

50 (wolves) at one time. In wintertime, late 1950s and 1960s. 

When we were staying there, they were always wolves coming around (southern 

Bathurst Inlet, north of Bathurst Lake). Always wolves coming around, hunting. 

Summertime, when they're hunting for their dens and their puppies. They are always 

hunting, they go far. This whole area is wolf country especially when there are caribou 

coming by.” 

C110 “Talking about amagok… The biggest I've seen to the present day, and I've caught 

a lot of wolves, was the one my dad caught, right in here somewhere (southern 

Bathurst Inlet, north of Bathurst Lake). Springtime. It was so huge he had a hard time 

bringing it home. It was the biggest one I've ever seen I've never seen anything bigger 

than that.” 

I'm not too sure how big it was, but it was big. I've seen big wolves. There are lots of 

big wolves around. And I've caught quite a few big ones but this was the biggest one 

I've ever seen. This was back in the early 1960s, maybe.” 

8.3.3. Predation 

C113 “They’re taking down a lot of muskox. They specialize on muskox harvesting, they 

kill a lot of muskox. They take some caribou but when I follow the tracks of these 

wolves, they pass through the caribou herds and they go for the muskox, they are 
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bigger prey, because there are so many of them. They need bigger prey to feed their 

packs.” 

C121 “I was flying around counting caribou in springtime. I saw lots of wolves around 

there with a big herd. They were killing the calves. And not eating them. They were 

saving them for later, because there’s lots of wolf dens there.” 

8.3.4. Denning Areas 

As well as documenting general denning areas, the consultants mapped wolf dens on the east 
shore of Buchan Bay, at Hiukkittak, seven dens sites on west side of south Bathurst Inlet, on two 
little islands on northern Beechey lake, south of Winter Water's Reach, and on southwestern 
Kunayok. 

C51 “The way you call those dens, all dens, hijaiak, hijaiak is where wolf dens and where 

fox dens, same. Another one is hiti, individual, one den hole. Hijaiak is multiple den 

holes. 

Denning areas, wolves, all along this place in the proposed mining area, the whole area 

is potential denning area. Wherever the wolf feels like home, it’s all considered denning 

area. 

Quite a few places across the migration route these wolves have denning areas. (There 

are more wolf dens) in northern areas, because caribou have calving areas in the north. 

They would be staying with that herd for the most part of the spring.” 

C110 “Their favorite denning areas are high eskers, big high eskers, where they can see 

for a long ways. Where it's dry and where they can look out on the countryside for a 

long ways. There are quite a few areas in there.” 

C51 “Water sources are another important consideration for the wolves too. What we 

find are river crossings, and close to lakes and streams they like to den, eskery areas.” 

C20b “There must be a lot of dens because there are a lot of wolves. Around Ellice River 

area and Hanningayuk area, there are lots of wolf dens in there too.” 

C207 “Flying around this summer I’ve seen quite a few wolves on their dens, on the 

rivers. And also the eskers.” 

8.4. Kalvik (Wolverine) 

Kiligiktokmik (Bathurst Inlet) and the areas surrounding the communities of Omingmaktok and 
Kingaok were noted as important for kalvik (wolverine) in general. However, few specific habitats 
were mapped for kalvik (Figure 8) as consultants said all of Bathurst inlet was important. This was 
because of the importance of the area for caribou, and the importance of caribou as a food source 
for kalvik. Generally also, important areas for amagok (wolf) were also important kalvik areas. 

C110 “This is heavily populated wolverine country. Wolverine like to hang around big 

rivers.” 
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C51 “(You find kalvik at) caribou crossings.”  

C110 “(Wolverine country is) rugged country, big rivers, where there are mountains 

and boulder fields.” 

C51 “There are many, many areas like that (boulder and rugged) in here. All this area 

is so rugged. Everywhere is potential wolverine habitat, denning areas.” 

8.5. Omingmak (Muskox)  

The numbers and distribution of omingmak were increasing as they reoccupied former habitats 
(Figure 9). 

C111 “Long ago there was hardly any muskox. Right now there lots to see around.” 

C13 “Yes, sometimes we used to see only one at a time on the land. It was very rare to 

see lots. In 1978 there was a time when we started seeing lots.” 

C51 “Muskox have all come way up towards my area (Contwoyto) too. They started 

coming back in the late 1960s, when our elders started seeing muskox around Pellatt 

Lake area.”  

C51 “They have been missing for, I don't know how many, many, many years. Long, 

long time. That was the period when muskox were scarce.” 

C110 “Most the time you find muskoxen here, this whole area (all of Kent Peninsula). 

They are all over, but sometimes they are hard to see at different times of the year… 

The people from Bathurst, from this post, they’ve seen muskox all wintertime… at Mara 

River …” 

C111 “There are so many muskox anywhere you go, here, there, there, and anywhere. 

They can be seen anywhere, different times.”  

C51 “There are more muskox now inland now compared to the 1970s and 1950s and 

those years. They were gone from those areas for long time again until just recently. 

There are so many muskox on the mainland now that we have a little bit less caribou. 

They, for some reason, caribou has a great dislike for muskox.” 

C111 “Naohikvik (Kater Point); there was really lots of muskox and baby ones there last 

year.” C111 also mapped the occurrence of muskox adults and young on Aolativik 

(Marcet Island). 

8.6. Tuktukvak (Moose) 

Tuktukvak (moose) were documented in the northern part of the study area although consultants 
said their distribution was expanding (Figure 9), and animals had been seen in winter, as well as 
the other seasons. Locations mapped with moose included west of Baillie Bay, south of 
(Tagionoak) Goulburn Lake, south of Kingaok. Winter range was mapped in Portage Bay. 
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C110 “When we were living here, summertime, we caught a moose (just south of Baillie 

Bay). It was a female. This was in the early to mid-1960s. There are a lot of bushes in 

this area, a lot of trees, right in here. That's why they hang around there. Even in 

Western River. There's lots of trees, birch trees.” 

C51 There were five moose in this area (James River) that I’ve seen and there was 

another bunch in this creek here. That was in the summer, this time of year, August.” 

C110 “There was always moose in that area all the time…. Arctic Sound area.” 

C51 “All of this area is potentially moose area (a large area by Banks Peninsula and 

over to the west).” 

C110 “They like to live where there are tall bushes near the rivers.” 

C51 “They like to stay inside the river valleys, in swampy areas mostly.” 

C110 “I remember one time we were doing a caribou survey on Ellice River calving 

grounds. This was late May, early June. We were counting all these caribou on the 

calving grounds, hundreds of thousands. Middle of nowhere, in the flat country there's 

a moose sitting there. Laughter! All by itself, wide open wide country, completely 

snowed in.” 

C51 “Everywhere you see in the creeks for several miles where you may have shrubs 

and small willow trees, around these rivers, that's where you find moose. This Western 

River is no different. You have moose along there too.” 

C110 “A couple of weeks ago we saw one here (on Banks Peninsula, Arctic Sound coast). 

We saw moose in there, July, end of July…. It was a big one. It was too hard to get close 

to it… When you pass through here, there are always people catching moose in here, 

in the Hood River system.” 

C51 “Moose is another animal that's really coming up more. It’s always been here but 

there are more and more showing up nowadays, with climate change.” 

C114 “And Arctic Sound, is where? Oh here we are, you already got it, that’s good. 

That’s quite a while ago, 30 years ago. There were lots. There used to be moose across 

there. My dad used to catch moose from there every year (south Bathurst Inlet), 

August, September.” 

C207 “I saw moose in here (Bathurst Ridge) last summer (2012). Arctic Sound, there’s 

moose in there too. And Hood River; we caught a moose somewhere in here.” 

9. MARINE LIFE 

Just as caribou (tuktuit) were central to the survival of Nunamiut, nattik (seals) were central to 
the lives of ocean and coastal Inuit. Coastal Inuit could have access to both nattik and tuktuit, but 
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because of differences in timing of their availability, Inuit could not harvest enough of both types 
of animals.  

The most important marine mammal species was nattik (ringed seal) although the bigger ugyuk 
(bearded seal) was occasionally captured in Kiligiktokmik. Rarely, fur seals were also seen. In 
spring seals were hunted when they were hauled out on the sea ice. In summer they were hunted 
by boat. In late summer seals started to gather together. Inuit could obtain a lot of seals at this 
time, as much as a boat could carry. 

Consultants also knew about other marine mammals such as aivik (walrus) although this was 
neither a common nor important food species. Consultants indicated a rich presence of whales in 
the Bathurst Inlet area in the past, and that in recent times whale species not seen for many years 
were returning (Figure 10), as were polar bears. The ocean provided a variety of other food for 
Inuit, including invertebrates and plants. 

9.1. Seals 

9.1.1. Nattik (Ringed Seal) 

C51 “Where you find these (ringed seal) herds in the fall, where they are starting to 

gather, they stay there for most part of the year in a big feeding area. As long as their 

feeding area has lots of food around there, there will always be seals around that area. 

It also depends how deep the water is too. Some seals choose to make their holes for 

the winter where it is less deep and there are a whole lot more seashells. Seashells and 

bottom feeding fish that they feed on are found where there's less deep water.” 

C51 “Sometimes people eat that ingaloak. When you open those seal ingaloak 

(intestines), there are several types of seashells. Fish and clams and mussels. Mussels, 

they like mussels.” 

C111 “It's when they get skinny in summertime. Because they stay on the ice all spring 

and they don't seem to go down to feed and they get skinny. Then they get fat again in 

fall time.”  

C51 “There are old bull seals in that area too. They call them tiunyak, big bull ringed 

seals. They get extra, extra large. You can smell them for a couple of miles before you 

get close to them.” 

C111 “When you eat them, they taste like gas.” 

C110 “First of all, the ringed seal, it's all over, this whole area, the whole thing (all of 

Bathurst Inlet). They go into fresh water in the river mouth. You see them in Hiukkittak. 

They are probably following fish. In all of this, its ringed seal habitat, rearing, hunting…  

C111 “Anywhere in the ocean.” 

C121 “Sometimes you find (ringed) seals in the lake (Tahikyoaknahik), up the 

river.”(The lake is located on Kent Peninsula.) 
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C51 “Once in a while too, other than ringed seals you see fur seals also. They are a little 

bit different from the ringed seal, their colouration is different. (They occur in the same 

area) but they're not as common as ringed seals.” 

C51 “Sometimes, these ringed seals go into the mouth of the river, into the mouth of 

the river, and go upstream away from the mouth of the river. It's not uncommon. 

Kugluktukmiut too; they see seals way, way up by the rapids (Bloody Falls).” 

9.1.2. Ugyuk (Bearded Seal) 

C110 “For ugyuk, there's hardly any around here, in this part here (southern Bathurst 

Inlet). They are found in deeper water in this area (the whole mouth of Bathurst Inlet). 

They occur more like individual animals.” 

C51 “In groups of five or six. I don't know how it is, it's little bit different towards the 

east, or towards the west but in these areas you don't see no more than five or six in 

an group, more commonly two or three in a group. 

They behave very differently from ringed seals. The one me and my father-in-law 

caught in Bernard Harbour, was totally different, different reactions. The difference in 

how they come towards you when they see you. They are totally different from the 

ringed seal… 

The one (bearded seal) we caught was a little over 12 feet long. That one was a female. 

There was another one with that bearded seal all right, but we didn't go after that one. 

It was staying further away from us. My father-in-law said it might be one of the elders 

of the one that came to our boat.” 

9.2. Aivik (Walrus) 

C110 “Not in my time, but there are stories that there used to be walruses in the past.” 

C111 “When I was small, I remember my grandfather saying that there were few 

walruses coming up here (Arctic Sound), but not all the time. I haven't heard about 

them after that.  

They said you should not approach them with a kayak because they could tip your boat. 

They used to see them a lot.” 

C110 “Before you see them, you smell them.” 

9.3. Whales 

Large groups of whales had been seen in recent times, including more than 100 belugas in 2011 
in Melville Sound, south of Kongokyoak. Narwhals had been seen east of Kent Peninsula just north 
of Ekoktok (MacAlpine Islands) in 2013. Several locations of old Inuit camps had accumulations of 
bowhead whale bones, indicating that bowhead was an important species for Inuit in the past. 
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C51 “It’s the same thing with the whales. Whales were seldom seen in these areas for 

many, many years. They’re starting to come back.” 

C111 “Once in a while, long ago, before we were born, the whales used to come around 

there (Bathurst Inlet). Belugas. And narwhals. I remember all those stories they told us, 

when the whales would come around.” 

C117 “Two years ago (2011), a bowhead hit the shallows (south of Egloyoalik (one of 

Cockburn Islands).” 

C110 “Wherever you go, you can see remains of whales. From long time ago. And this 

whole area (Bathurst Inlet), you run into whale bones. We have seen, on the island 

(Lewes Island), bowhead bones.” 

C13 “My dad used to tell us about eating bowhead whale and that the blubber was 

very tasty. Even around the north area, past Bernard Harbour, there are many 

bowhead whale bones all along the shore. They are very heavy and large. I had seen 

some when we were bringing supplies to that area for the Co-op. The ribs are huge, 

and they would use the ribs for sled runners.” 

C51 “Not for the main runner but for the bottom of the sled itself, the glide. The runner 

shoe, they call it.” 

C13 “My grandparents are from this area (Bathurst Inlet). Before they moved here 

(Kugluktuk), they were mainly from down there. I was told that many, many years ago; 

there was lots of whale hunting here, for belugas and narwhals too.” 

C51 “You know, there are some places around that bay, that whole bay there (all of 

Bathurst Inlet, wherever it’s deep), there are lots and lots of places where it’s really, 

really deep all the way down to the main ocean. We're seeing more whales come 

around Cambridge Bay and those areas. Whales will tend to come out to those bays 

too such as Bathurst and around these areas because a lot of those areas are really, 

really deep too, some of them.  

I'm pretty sure that if there are going to be more whales coming around Cambridge 

Bay areas and especially around those areas, Cambridge Bay and around these areas 

where they were seldom seen many years ago. But now they're being more seen, more 

of them are being seen even in Bathurst area where the bay has really, really deep 

spots. Really deep spots. The whales will be coming in too. I'm pretty sure we will see 

whales in that area.” 

9.4. Nanok (Polar Bear) 

Nanok were always rare in Bathurst Inlet although the occasional one did occur in the past and 
present. Consultants thought that the occurrence of Nanok could increase with the increasing 
numbers of whales. 
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C111 “When I was young, and I traveled to Omingmaktok, somebody just got two 

nanok and that's the only time I heard of them. It must have been 40 years ago.” 

C110 “Yes that was the only one occasion. It was the early 1960s. That was the last 

time somebody caught two nanok there, at Bay Chimo.” 

C51 “(But it might change). That's what some of the elders are saying. They see into 

the future, way into the future sometime. The more whales we are seeing here now, 

because of that alone, they are saying that polar bears will start to come into this area 

too.” 

C114 “We still have polar bears coming from the north, all around the Queen Maud 

Gulf area. Every year they pass through. We don’t see them, but we see their tracks 

when we travel.” 

C20b “Years ago I remember seeing a polar bear around Bay Chimo. Long time ago 

people caught a polar bear when they were out cod fishing at Hanigayak (south Brown 

Sound).” 

9.5. Invertebrates 

The NTKP did not contain data on marine invertebrates, and this was identified as a major data 
gap. Consultants did not map areas for these animals, but provided information on their use. 

C110 “Mollusks and … mussels (oviluk, term can also be used for clams). There are 

usually lots of mussels in this whole area (coastal Bathurst Inlet). Did we ever see so 

many, around … Just hanging. They tend to grow where you have boulder fields.” 

C13 “My late father used to tell me that there are really lots of shells on the other side 

of Bay Chimo. There are clams, snails all kinds of shells. When you walk on them they 

make crackle sounds. I think it’s on the other side of Kent Peninsula, snails and clams.” 

C111 “Kent Peninsula (south shore) is just full of seashells all over. It’s really white with 

seashells and there are no rocks and sand in sight. You can’t see sand or anything, it’s 

just covered with shells.” 

C51 “Shallow, sandy ocean (at Kent Peninsula).” 

C110 “You could see for miles, just seashell beaches.” 

C111 “You don’t walk on sand or anything, it’s just seashells.” 

C110 “(The crabs are found) all over, in deep water.” 

C111 “We just see them… They caught lots down here when they put out crab traps. 

There are some everywhere. When you go boating you can see the ones that have 

washed up on the shore.” 

C20b “My son rowed his boat and he would collect crabs (along the shore).” 
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C51 “Lots of shrimp, lots and lots of shrimp in those area.” 

C110 “Krill too.” 

C111 “Sea urchins. People would eat them.” 

Interviewer “There is another clam that they eat called oviluk.” 

C118 “These are our clams but they are called tablaoyak.” 

Interpreter “Sometimes the starfish would get caught on the hook.” 

C20b “They would eat the starfish m when they were frozen, just the best ones.” 

C118 “They taste like cod.” 

9.6. Marine Plants 

C13 “The seaweed is used by marine mammals too for food, like seals and wolfish.” 

C51 “Some people still eat that seaweed.” 

C13 “In the past, people had a hard time catching food, catching wildlife. So they 

depended on seaweed to keep them alive.” 

C51 “To keep something in their stomach.” 

C13 “Once me and my uncle, we were walking along, with the dogs. We never get 

anything all day, not even hikhik. We were hungry. I had to eat a little bit of that so I 

could fill up my stomach a little bit so I could live. My uncle told me, eat this, we have 

to now, we will never get anything. And I kept that in my stomach… It made me 

stronger to walk. It isn’t like meat or fish or anything like that.” 

10. KOPANOAK (BIRDS) 

Kopanoak (birds) were an important food source for Ocean and coastal Inuit, because of large 
concentrations of nesting waterfowl on the coast. Spring migratory hunts for waterfowl were 
important harvesting activities on the coast and ocean. Sandhill Cranes were pursued when they 
first arrived because they had large amounts of fat. Eider Ducks and Loons were hunted while 
they were resting on the open water in the cracks in the ocean ice. Ducks that were not eaten 
were cached in rocks for later use. 

In summer coastal Inuit hunted molting birds and collected eggs. They went to nesting areas on 
the coast and on Arctic Ocean islands specifically for eggs.  

Cliffs were important nesting habitat for a variety of raptors (Rough-legged Hawk, Gyrfalcon and 
Peregrine Falcon) and other colonial nesting birds such as gulls and Cliff Swallows. Cliff nesters 
also included species such as Ravens, geese and some ducks. Major coastal raptor nesting areas 
were identified on the south coast of Kilingoyak (Kent Peninsula) including the islands in Elu Inlet, 
near the mouths of Kolgayok (Tingmeak River), Kugyoak (Perry River), Kunayok (Ellice River), 
Omingmaktok, a large area on eastern Kokiviayok (east Kiligiktokmik), and Kingaok. Further south 
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in Kiligiktokmik, important raptor areas were mapped north of Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake). 

Regional map information was sparse and site-specific information is lacking for all bird species in 
the Sabina Project area. This was a major data gap. The focus on mapping information for birds 
was on waterfowl distribution and their nesting areas (Figure 11). Consultants documented major 
changes in the distribution and abundance of birds, particularly the appearance of species never 
seen in the north before. 

10.1. Abundance and Changes in Distribution 

C13 “My grandma used to tell me. One day maybe you will see nice birds from the 

south, one day when I am not living. They might come here one day. All kinds of birds, 

nice colour. Grandma used to think they must come here one day. Nice birds, nice 

colour.” 

C110 “In terms of climate change again, many years ago we used to have so many birds 

here. They come up here every year, arctic birds. It seems like their numbers are slowly 

going down. Everyone has noticed. You would hear birds in the morning, birds all over 

the place. But now it’s hard to hear that anymore.”  

C51 “Everywhere you go its different now, compared to many years ago, due to climate 

change.” 

C110 “We are still seeing all the birds, but we are seeing less of them, it seems like. 

Pretty well all of them that come up here in the springtime.” 

C111 “When we were back there (Bathurst Inlet) this summer, there used to be all kinds 

of little birds there. But we were there for five or six days and we didn’t even see one 

bird. Not even one. We never heard any birds.”  

C51 “Even those shorebirds, sandpipers. There are a whole lot less of them now 

compared to when we were growing up. Every shoreline used to be just covered with 

sandpipers, all swampy areas.”  

C110 “All types of sandpipers. There used to be all different species too, different 

types.” 

C51 “Different types of sandpipers all along the shoreline. Waking up is different 

nowadays, especially when we are out camping in the tent. You always see birds right 

away. When you get up, the first thing you hear is a bird on top of the tent, singing you 

a song. It’s very seldom anymore, for some reason. That’s including the sandpipers.” 

C111 “We never hear sandpipers and little birds when we were back home this summer. 

Now I start remembering. We never saw sandpipers when we were there.” 

C51 “Just like birds are becoming (less), for some reason, these snow buntings or little 

larks, songbirds, there are less of them nowadays.” 
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10.2. Passerines (Songbirds) 

C114 “(New birds I have seen are) the blue ones, I have to find out (which species they 

are). And swallows, there are some swallows too. And yelllow-headed ones. Warblers, 

there was one here too. There were a couple of warblers, a house finch, a red one, and 

we saw five blue ones. And a couple of swallows…. They are just coming. Too warm, 

change of weather.” 

C207 “Tree swallows, the blue ones” 

C114 “Everything is moving up north. (In the Kingaok area there are) all kinds now. And 

there was one white kind of bird, with a really big bill, a giant bill. It’s not from here, I 

don’t know where it came from.” 

C207 “Lots of robins. And those redpolls stay all winter, in the willows.” 

C114 “Robins too, they are here, they never were here before. We saw a couple of 

robins this spring, and summer. They are nesting somewhere but I don’t know where. 

We kept seeing them outside of the house (Cambridge Bay).” 

C114 “I saw a couple of those (yellow warblers) here, in the spring. I was really 

surprised. It landed on my deck. Didn’t care, didn’t even fly away.” 

C207 “They’ve been nesting around Bathurst.” 

C114 “Red-crested warblers, yellow warblers, mountain bluebirds. Those were the ones 

that were eating the caribou meat on our deck. We saw five of them on our deck. They 

came in the spring time around May. That was when I was making dry meat on my 

deck. They stayed around for about a month. And robins, we never had before.” 

10.3. Waterfowl 

General 

C20a “Anywhere, there’s always lots of geese and whatever, all kinds of birds. Birds on 

all the islands.” 

Interviewer “Even on the bigger islands?” 

C115 “Mainly on the small islands.” 

C110 “For waterfowl, geese, swans, ducks, loons, the Goose Lake Project site is a 

marshy lake, a wet area. So these types of areas would be important during their 

migrations. I noticed that when we were there. Geese, early spring, geese were all over 

the place. Sometimes different types of birds hang around there all summer too.” 

Eiders 
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C110 “All this area (Bathurst Inlet), mostly they stay on small islands. Either Eider Ducks 

or seagulls. The Eider Ducks, they tend to stay in the ocean all the time. Eider ducks (lay 

their eggs) on ocean islands, as do seagulls.” 

C114 “They (Common Eider) come up here (to Cambridge Bay) but not in the numbers 

as they do at Bathurst.” 

C207 “Common eiders are mostly down at the inlet.” 

C117 “At Hakvaktok … Eiders.” 

C114 “Eider ducks, lots of Eider Ducks. These two islands, there’s really lots of Eider 

Ducks.” (On groups of islands in Melville Sound and Malighiovik). 

C115 “Eiders are always at Bay Chimo now. Kingaliks (King Eiders) are at that island 

now.” 

C114 “These ones (Speckled Eider). Two days ago I saw that. I didn’t know what it was.” 

Geese 

C114 “In the channel, where my brother hunts geese, right in the channel. This river we 

do lots of goose hunting.” C114 mapped (Kikaktok) flowing out of Walker Bay and 

noted that Eiders were found there too. 

C115 “On the islands we always see geese, seagulls.” C115 mapped hunting three areas 

on Red Islands and Kikiktayoak (Fishers Island) and Amitok. These areas were also used 

for waterfowl nesting and egg harvesting. 

Loons and Ducks 

C51 “Being a river system (Hannigayok), all ducks will be on here, oldsquaws and 

mergansers, all ducks.” 

C110 “Loons and oldsquaw ducks have their nests on freshwater, ponds and small 

lakes.” 

C207 “The Common Loon, is not too common. You get some, but not many. The 

red-throated loon, they stay in small lakes and ponds. Common eider mostly down at 

the inlet.” 

C114 “They nest right on the shorelines. Because they can’t walk very well. They just 

waddle in and out of the nest.” 

C207 “We also get scoters (white-winged scoters). Also just last year, the year before 

we’ve seen shovelers.” 

C114 “Last five years we’ve started to see them (shovelers) more and more often.” 

C115 “This (Bay Chimo) is where you always see tingmiaks (ducks).” 

Mergansers 
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C114 “The most common thing that we see there (Bathurst Inlet) are a lot of 

mergansers, but we don’t know where they nest. They must nest on the shorelines. And 

these ones (yellow-billed loons). 

The mergansers are all along here (western shore of south Bathurst Inlet). All along the 

coast, you can see them all there, once you enter this part, you can see all the 

mergansers, all the way down the coast.” 

C207 “They’re all down the inlet, scattered.” 

Shorebirds 

C114 “Yes, lots (of plovers and shovelers). But now we are getting curlews (long-billed 

curlews).” 

C207 “Also sandpipers, greater and lesser-yellowlegs.” 

Gulls and Jaegers 

C51 “(Geese nest) mostly on the islands. Seagulls, they can make nests just about 

anywhere, even on cliffs along the ocean. Where there are a lot of cliffs the seagulls 

tend to make their nests, around cliffs more, all over the ocean. On the mainland, 

seagulls make nests on small rocky islands.” 

C115 “There always lots of seagulls on the little islands.” 

C207 “The Glaucous Gull is really greedy.” 

C114 “It eats caribou lungs, it always follows them.” 

10.4. Egg Harvesting and Nesting Sites 

Many areas were mapped for nesting and egg harvesting (Figure 11). 

C111 “Every summer when I was a young girl I used to go out egg hunting, egg hunting 

every June. Every June the birds lay their eggs. Never miss, every June there is the first 

egg.” 

C110 “The nesting sites for geese, where they their eggs, is on the cliffs too.” 

C51 “Goose eggs, all that area. All of Bathurst, pretty well anywhere, any swampy area. 

Geese like to feed in these swampy areas. Even though this area here is really, really 

rugged, their migration for most birds is on coastal areas, around Bathurst area 

normally.” 

C110 “Geese, Eider Ducks (are best for eating).” 

C51 “A lot of folks like loons once in a while for a different taste.” 

C111 “Naoyak (Parry Bay), we would travel all down in here. This whole area is a geese 

area. This whole area is used by geese in springtime. It's a nesting area also, habitat. 
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All this area.” 

C110 “Even Arctic Terns, they nest on small islands on the ocean.” 

C20a “Inuit would have the ihungaks, the Jaegers, they would eat their eggs. The black 

jaegers (Parasitic Jaeger), they would eat their eggs. Even the little Ptarmigan eggs, 

and the chicks. They would eat the Ptarmigan eggs as well as the Jaeger eggs.” 

C114 “Seagull Island (Ekalolialok (Ekalulia Island)). It’s called Breakfast Island. 

Breakfast and lunch!” 

Gull Eggs 

C110 “Seagull eggs were good long ago but not now. Seagull eggs are contaminated 

now.” 

C51 “Because of the dumps. There are more dumps now.” 

C114 “They (gull eggs) taste different now. Too much garbage maybe.” 

C20b “There aren’t much contaminants along our area (Kingaok). But more so where 

people are active such as in communities.” 

10.5. Owls 

C51 “Owls are more night predators. I think you have population changes due to mice 

populations. Owls tend to be (tied to) mice. We’ve even seen life cycles in lemming 

populations. The lemming population shoots right up, the more owls you see, and the 

more foxes into the area. When you see lots of owls, right away you can tell just from 

looking at that, you see more lemming populations.” 

C207 “Snowy Owls, in winter they are common.” 

C110 “This is Snowy Owl country, especially in wintertime.” 

C51 “Short-eared Owls are more common. But we see barn owls too. But they seldom 

come out in the day time. When it starts to get dark you start to see them.” 

C51 “Barn Owls. All over. Every summer we see them.” 

10.6. Raptors 

C51 “Mostly on cliffs, on rugged cliffs, lots of cliffs, lots of raptors in this area.” 

C110 “All around here (Bathurst Inlet), there are lots of raptors.” 

C51 “Falcons, Gyrfalcons, Rough-legged Hawks (stay in winter). Eagles are more 

seasonal, migratory birds. Eagles tend to come up only in spring, when it’s warmer. In 

the fall, just like geese, they head back south.  

C207 “We started to get those (Bald Eagle) last spring.” 



 

Page 68 of 93 
 

C114 “We’ve had them at Ellice River for ten or fifteen years.” 

C207 “They’ve just started to get common.” 

C207 “White hawk, Gyrfalcon stays all winter.” 

10.7. Ptarmigan 

C110 “This whole area (Bathurst Inlet) again is Ptarmigan country. Ptarmigan are 

found in the bushy areas.” 

C51 “Baby birch. You see Ptarmigan where there is baby birch. Everywhere, wherever 

there are shrubs. More so in rivers and streams where there are lots of shrubs.” 

11. EKALOK (FISH) AND FISHING AREAS 

In general Kitikmiut fished wherever they were on the land, in conjunction with their other 
harvesting activities. Fish were especially important when tuktuit were unavailable, and to feed 
the dogteams during winter trapping.  

Inuit fished the ocean adjacent to the mainland and island coastlines, and at the mouths of major 
rivers. All lakes and rivers feeding into Kiligiktokmik were important for fishing. Many of the rivers 
had ancient stone weirs. In particular, the mouth of Hiukkittak was well used for fishing and had 
long-term occupation by Kitikmiut. Lakes near Kingaok, especially Tagionuak, were important 
fishing areas. Aniakhiokvik (Fishing Lake) was the local fishing spot. Further south, Tahikafalok 
(Bathurst Lake), Hikinikgogiak (Kenyon Lake) and Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake) were important 
fishing lakes. 

Ekalukpik (Arctic charr) were the main fish species for Ocean Inuit and Kiligiktokmiut. Ekalukpik 
and hiugyuktok (tomcod) were the two main ocean fish. Other ocean fish included sculpins, smelt, 
flounders (called turbot), wolf eel, crabs, oysters and starfish. Nunamiut fished for over-wintering 
and land-locked charr, but the main lake and river fish were ehok (lake trout), anakheek (broad 
whitefish), kapihillik (arctic cisco) and hulukpaugan (grayling). 

The majority of rivers which flowed to the ocean were charr rivers. In the study area the most 
important charr rivers were Hiukkittak, Hannigayok (Back River) Ayapakpaktokvik (Burnside River) 
and Hanimok (Mara River). Many, if not all, of the lakes connecting to the ocean had over-
wintering charr including Tahikafalok (Bathurst Lake), Ekalolialok, Charr Lake and Fishing Lake. 

Although the location of important fishing places was well documented, the occurrence and 
distribution of the different fish species was a major data gap in the NTKP. Consultants mapped 
major fishing areas (Figure 12), but indicated that fishing occurred everywhere. As in the NTKP 
Regional database, charr was said to occur in all of the river systems and anywhere in Bathurst 
Inlet was important for fishing charr. Charr and trout were often mapped together. 
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11.1. Lakes and Rivers 

C110 “Some of these big lakes you could go charr fishing by jigging.” 

C51 “You could wait around for lake trout. Anywhere there is an outlet on the lake, 

where the ice is thin … That's where people go fish. These areas you don't have to chop 

through two or three feet of ice. Most year-round these rivers, any outlet on the lake, 

or inlet, you find fish, charr, year-round.” 

C111 “Some parts are really narrow, in the creeks, but there is fish there. Some parts 

can be really skinny narrow little creeks, when the charr, the big charr are going up, 

and you can just grab them.” C111 is talking about a fishing place, a small stream 

between the large Goulburn Lake and a tiny lake to the north. 

Hanningayuk (Beechey Lake) 

Interviewer “Are there any areas that were more preferred for fishing by Inuit?” 

C111 “Hanningayuk area (was preferred for fishing).” 

C51 “I’m not exactly sure where, but our elders, they talk about Hanningayuk (Beechey 

Lake) area too. Long ago before fishing nets ever came out, there used to be stone 

weirs there, along these rivers too… 

When you start to think about the fishing season, when it’s time to make dry meat or 

whatever in the fall time, they start to be more in the rivers, in the rapids. Not in the 

middle of the lake, when it starts to get cooler, in the springtime too, they stay near 

the rapids.” 

Tahikafalok (Bathurst Lake) 

C111 “Right around Bathurst Lake.” 

C51 “(There are) stories about Bathurst Lake and surrounding areas. It's not a great big 

humongous lake by any means, but still its a large lake. Because it's very deep our 

elders have said there are fish there that could actually eat caribou.  

They talk about ekalakpauk, very large fish. Ekalakpauk are giant fish. They are (not 

trout), they are something else. I always think about, what always comes to mind is a 

freshwater shark or something like that.” 

C111 “What I've heard is when they saw a wave coming; these lakes don't have very 

big waves all the time, but when they saw a huge wave coming they would run inland 

because they knew there was a big fish that was making that make wave. So they 

would go inland.” 

C51 “It's the same way those killer whales go after the seals, they come right up on the 

shore.” 

Ehok (Lake Trout) and Ekalok (Charr) 
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C110 “Ehok, they go to the ocean but mostly they stay by the river mouth or stream. In 

the ocean they mostly stick around the river mouth. In the study area there will be lots 

of charr.” 

C51 “(There are lots of charr) in the main part of the river systems. In Hannigayok it will 

be all lake trout. Any lake, any little pond there too, you wouldn’t think that there would 

be ehok there too, but depending on how deep they are, there’s always ehok in there. 

It could be a small little lake. You’d never think there would be fish in there but ehok 

are common in those areas too.” 

C111 “Those are big rivers. You will have lots there.” 

C51 “Lots and lots of lake trout.” 

C111 “In that area (Banks Peninsula), when the charr start going up in fall time, there 

will be lots of charr there too.” 

Kapihillik (Arctic Cisco), Anakheek (Broad Whitefish) and Hulukpaugan (Grayling) 

C111 “Anywhere. There are lots and lots (of arctic cisco).” 

C110 “There will be whitefish there. In summertime they will be at the coast. Then they 

will go back to the lakes and the river systems… (In the ocean) they mostly will stick 

around the coasts.” 

C51 “Around the shorelines. They are seldom seen out in the ocean.” 

C110 “You would find whitefish anywhere along here (anywhere along the coast of 

Bathurst Inlet).” 

C51 “Little streams too.” 

C110 “All these little streams and rivers that drain into the lakes. There is more 

concentration in some parts of the lakes.” 

C51 “The larger lake whitefish, you can find them just about anywhere you find lake 

trout, in rivers, where there are fresh water rivers. Kogluk (meaning fast rapids) has 

lots and lots of anakheek (broad whitefish), especially at the mouth of the rivers. Every 

river has kogluks. So if you fish any river with rapids, you will likely catch anakheek and 

kapihillik (arctic cisco).” 

C51 “They are just about anywhere you find lake trout, ehok, or anakheek, anywhere 

you find those, you also find lots and lots of whitefish in the lakes. In areas, these fish, 

for some reason, I don't know why that is, they stick to areas where there is less copper 

in the lakes. 

For some reason, even though there's lots of copper around that area, there are lots 

and lots of whitefish here for some reason. But once you get further up on the 

mainland, like around High Lake area, where there is lots of copper content in the 
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lakes… You find some lakes on the sides of the hills, on the shoreline with steep cliffs, 

you can see this copper coming down into those lakes. 

People don't find those whitefish around there. And for some reason over here there 

are a lot less whitefish on the west side because of the copper content. That's what I've 

noticed where I go fishing. For some reason, always fish that are not predatory fish, 

they don't breed in those copper areas. 

And grayling, yes. If there is copper content in those lakes, there will be no lake 

whitefish or grayling. There are none of those where there is lots of copper content in 

the water.” 

C51 “All these streams here are considered grayling areas. Where it's further west you 

go you won’t find whitefish or grayling. Closer to the ocean more, but further inland 

you go, you start to get more and more copper fields.” 

Tiktalik (Burbot) 

C110 “They (burbot) stay in freshwater systems.” 

C111 “First time I caught it, a really big one, I was really young. I told my dad I caught 

a really, really ugly fish.” 

C51 “Anywhere on the land of I've caught them. We have caught many of them in 

Contwoyto, Pellatt Lake… People do eat them but I consider them looking more like cod 

to me so I don't eat them. I'm allergic to cod. I can eat just about everything else alright 

but for some reason, cod, and everything that eats cod, I have an allergic reaction to, 

such as seals or polar bears.” 

C13 “First time my wife see tiktalik, she asked ‘what kind of fish is this?” It’s a really 

good fish but it looks funny. They’re good, they’re really good, that tiktalik.” 

C110 “They are something like barracuda but they’re small. They are silver.” 

11.2. Ocean 

C110 “(Inuit mostly fish) inlets and bays. Sometimes we go out on the open ocean, deep 

water, too.” 

C51 “You go out into the ocean to catch cod. Deep, deep water. They live right on the 

bottom of the ocean, more of bottom feeding fish. They are seldom seen on top, not 

like charr. Charr always goes on top, it will be up on top, feed up on top (of the water).” 

C110 “They are all over this whole area, all of Bathurst Inlet. Kanayuk (sculpins), and 

natanik, turbot, flounders, they are all over. And eels, also eels. There are all types of 

ocean species, but we don’t know what they all are.” 

Arctic and Saffron Cod 
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C110 “You pretty well find cod anywhere. There are two types of cod here (arctic cod, 

saffron cod)… Yes, they are all over the inlet (Bathurst Inlet)…. They are all good 

eating.” 

C111 “I think there are more of that (indicating saffron cod) but most of the time the 

really big ones stay in the deep part.” 

C110 “What we have noticed is that they are mostly the same (in abundance). This one 

(saffron cod) is found mostly in the inlets and bays, in more shallow waters… And this 

one (arctic cod) is in deeper waters” 

C51 “They (saffron cod) don't grow as large as arctic cod.” 

C111 “Those things (arctic cod) can grow really, really large…” 

C51 “Extra extra large.” 

C111 “I remember catching one in the really deep part. And they said you're going to 

get tired trying to take that fish out. (I was fishing) by jigging… where it was really 

deep.” 

Capelin 

C110 “Capelin… These are ocean fish. They are always in the ocean. Summertime they 

come to shore to lay their eggs. Millions and millions of eggs on the shoreline. They 

have to have a certain type of place to lay their eggs, mostly sandy beaches. But 

sometimes they find rocky parts to lay their eggs.” 

C51 “What we've noticed is that they come out only at certain times of the year. I don't 

know what it is, maybe the moon or something. Just like crabs, a certain time of the 

year, a certain night, or certain temperatures or something that triggers.” 

C110 “These always stay in the ocean, deep ocean. They only come to the shallows to 

lay their eggs.” 

C111 “There are lots in the middle of July.” 

C111 “Maybe twice. Early July, and then again a couple of weeks later. Then they come 

back.” 

C51 “Special conditions, full moon or something. When it gets really windy there are 

really lots. (Inuit get them) with a scoop, they scoop them out” 

C13 “Sometimes there are really lots” 

C110 “What they use them for, mostly long ago, was for dog food. They would dry them 

all and there would be really, really lots.” 

C51 “Really rich, lots and lots of oil.” 

C110 “And they would last through the winter for the dogs.” 
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C111 “People eat them too.” 

C13 “They are really good. Like potato chips! Laughter! Really really lots. If I could see 

them in the water I would walk around and just go like this (demonstrates scooping 

capelin).” 

C111 “At least they last a few days.” 

Rainbow Smelt and Etok (Herring) 

C13 “… The shiny little fish are called rainbow smelt. They are different from the capelin, 

really shiny though.” 

C51 “They are a little bit smaller than the capelin.” 

C110 “Herring are different. They are bigger. There are herring in here too. Herring, 

etok. They are all over this ocean too. They tend to stay out in the ocean. They don't 

come ashore, they are mostly in the deep ocean.” 

Eels 

C110 “We don’t know what kind they are, just that they’re eels. Not for me (I don’t eat 

them). Inuit must eat them (sometimes).” 

C111 “I’ve seen all kinds of fancy eels. They’re just like snakes. They’re not really deep 

because you can see them all over. Eels, colourful eels. 

Wolffish 

C51 “Wolfish, lots of wolffish around those areas too (All Bathurst Inlet). They become 

very, very large.” 

C110 “Some of them are huge (demonstrating).” 

C111 “The one we saw was very huge, right on the cliff in the deep ocean. They curl up 

and sleep on the cliffs.” 

C51 “Looks just like a rock, when they curl up. Wolffish will eat just about anything. You 

can’t kill a wolffish by bonking it over the head. You kill them by the tail. You bonk the 

tail. Something to do with the spinal cord.” 

C110 “You can’t kill it like that because the head is too dense. Too thick.” 

C111 “They say they taste like ugyuk. The skin is smelly.” 

C51 “They do eat them long ago too. They were considered food.” 

C110 “Wolfish, the really smelly part is the skin.” 

C113 “They have incredible jaw strength. They don’t attack anything. I see them all the 

time when I go diving.” 

C121 “The wolfish, they would use the skin for bow and arrow case. Really tough skin…. 
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Thick skin, strong tasting.” 

C117 “Just like alligator skin.” 

C121 “When you are ice-fishing, and when you catch them, the wolfish, you have to 

pull really quickly because they, being really still, it’s like they’re resting so you have to 

pull them out really quickly.” 

Sculpins 

C110 “They tend to stay in the deeper ocean. And there are other species like the 

sculpins.” 

C51 “There are lots of sculpins in lakes too.” 

Pacific Salmon 

C110 “We’ve seen a few of those Pacific salmon coming up in this region, especially 

around Gordon Bay area.” 

C111 “Because it’s warmer down there. They must be coming because it’s so warm 

down there. It’s colder up here.” 

C110 “They have a really different taste, hard to digest, or eat.” 

New and Unknown Species 

C114 “We have sharks coming in.” 

C113 “We had two sightings, last week. They weren’t very big, dark grey… I’ve seen 

one of those (blue shark) when I was diving a few years ago, on an ice diving course…. 

We saw a shark; it was probably five feet long.” 

C111 “Even those, just like a baby, the ones with really sharp teeth. We’re starting to 

see lots of those too. They’re like kapihillik but they have teeth like piranhas.” 

C110 “Something like barracuda but they’re small. Smaller fish.” 

C51 “They have teeth, almost like whitefish.” 

12. ENVIRONMENT 

12.1. Plants 

12.1.1. Roots 

C110 “We are talking about edible roots that we usually eat.” 

C13 “We can eat edible roots too. The plant indicators are easy to spot. 

During the days that food is scarce the edible plants come in handy to eat so that you 

are not constantly hungry. When you eat some, your stomach is not so empty. 
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We would gather edible plants while walking on the land. Having edible plants is good 

when there is hardly any food or game. It sure saves you from going hungry during the 

days of no game or food.” 

Mahok (Eskimo Potato; Licorice Root; Hedysarum alpinum) 

C110 “Talking about plants, especially in springtime, there is mahok. The old people 

say you mostly find mahok near shorelines. They are underground roots, a lot of people 

eat them.” 

C51 “They grow on salty areas too. Near the ocean.” 

C110 “On top is just like grass or something. Underneath the ground is the main root 

that we eat.” 

C111 “I remember my brother-in-law when he used to go collecting mahok. He used to 

have a big pack sack. They were really fat, fat and juicy.” 

C110 “You eat it raw. You clean it and eat it raw.” 

C111 “If you want you can cook it too. Mostly we eat them raw, they are chewy. Softer 

than carrots.” 

C51 “Like carrots but sweeter like candy. Just like berries, you keep them in the freezer 

in the summertime or the fall time.” 

C111 “When they used to walk lots, and they didn't have any food, any animals, they 

used to live off of mahok.” 

C51 “As long as you have something in your tummy, it helps, until you find something. 

You supplement yourself.” 

C122 “Even from what I remember, from what my grandmother used to tell us, some 

of the mahok was good for blood, it keeps the blood healthy. I can’t remember which 

type, but there is a couple of different types you could eat that keep your blood 

healthy.” 

C114 “Liquorice root they’re called. You take the cover off of the liquorice root, and you 

clean it.” 

12.1.2. Berries 

C51 “Berries are very, very old fruit. For many, many generations, for elders that's what 

they used for fruit. They go pick berries.” 

Interviewer “Is there any way to preserve berries for wintertime? Or can you only eat 

them in the summertime?” 

C111 “It depends on how much you pick.” 
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C51 “If they are cool, especially in a cool area. Just like our meat. We preserve our meat 

underground in the permafrost. Some people put berries in the permafrost and keep 

them there. It will stay cool for however long.” 

Interviewer “Would the plants in Bathurst Inlet ripen later? Because it’s colder? Or the 

same as inland?” 

C51 “It's warmer in Bathurst Inlet. Just like Kugluktuk.” 

C111 “It's warmer up there then here. Ever since we've moved here (Kugluktuk) I 

haven't sweated at all.” 

C51 “You know why that is? It's from the mud. It's really muddy ground. Anywhere 

there's really muddy ground, just like rivers and streams, tend to get really hot in those 

places sometimes, like in July.” 

C110 “The reason why it's colder here (Kugluktuk) than Bathurst is because it's open 

ocean coming from the West. Bathurst Inlet area is more enclosed. It's way hotter than 

here.” 

C114 “There are lots of cloudberries along here, all along this river (river connecting 

Bathurst Lake and Bathurst Inlet, also along south shore of Bathurst Inlet). Lots of 

blueberries in here. All along the river are cloudberries, really lots. And blueberries 

here.” 

Aaukpik (Cloudberries) 

C51 “If we are going to talk about berries we should talk about cloudberries, yummy 

cloudberries… (Cloudberries are found) anywhere, just like Beechey Lake, near rivers, 

areas that are kind of swampy, wetlands. The ground has to be moist all the time for 

aaukpik to grow. These aaukpik mostly live off of rainwater, not from the lakes or 

anything like that. Some of them are in swampy areas. The growth is really shallow and 

the permafrost may only be six or seven inches below the top.” 

C110 “Aaukpik tend to grow in wet sedge areas, small ponds and bigger ponds. And on 

mossy ground.” 

C51 “All of August is generally good aaukpik season. But mostly the third week of 

August. In some places the plants come up later in the summer, when it's colder out.” 

C111 “(They last) only about a couple of weeks. Almost two weeks, more than a week. 

Depends on how the weather is.” 

C51 “They don't last very long. You try and pick as many as you can to last you for how 

many weeks or days. They don't last very long, they go stale very fast.” 

Blueberries 

C110 “A lot of blueberries grow in drier areas, compared to aaukpik.” 



 

Page 78 of 93 
 

C51 “On eskers. Mostly on eskers, on the sides of the eskers. Anywhere on top of the 

eskers too.” 

C110 “On the sides of the hills. Mostly (where the soil is) well-drained.” 

C111 “Blackberries take longer to ripen, blueberries and aaukpik are shorter.” 

Paongak (Crowberries or Blackberries) 

C111 “Right now they (blackberries) are just starting to get ripe. And they will last till 

fall time. They get juicier.” 

C110 “In fall time you get lots of blackberries. Aaukpik grow by the lake sides.” 

C51 “They grow everywhere. You can get blackberries right in between boulder fields.” 

Cranberries and Bearberries 

Interviewer “Do people pick cranberries too? Or do you just eat them when you're out 

there?” 

C111 “Yes, we pick all kinds of berries.” 

C110 “All kinds of berries are picked. Crowberries (paongak) too. These are bigger than 

blackberries. (They are like) tomatoes. They're softer just like tomatoes.” 

C51 “Just like a soft tomato. They are just like tomatoes.” 

The consultants confirmed they were talking about bearberries. 

12.1.3. Other Plants 

Consultants also talked about eating mountain sorrel and beach peas. Information from other 
community members indicate that although beach peas were highly desired and much used in 
the past, they are no longer as abundant and not as easily found (L. Torretti, pers. comm.). Given 
the apparent importance of beach peas, Traditional Knowledge regarding this plant may warrant 
further investigation. 

Mountain Sorrel (Osyria dygna) 

Interviewer “What do people eat? The leaves, the flowers, or both?” 

C111 “The leaves….” 

Beach Peas 

C111 “There even are peas (beach peas). There are so many peas in the Arctic Sound 

area. I usually go and get big round peas. They’re like banana-shaped, green. There are 

lots of peas in that area…. There are all kinds. There are those that are really big. They 

are really good. We used to pick lots. Fresh peas.” 

C51 “Wild peas.  They are found on the spongy, dry areas, close to lakeshores usually 

where the soils are a little salty.” 
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12.1.4. Plants for Fire and Cooking 

C51 “We are talking about smoke, how we smoke meat, and the difference between 

smoked meats from different plants. Sometimes we prefer different plants, one plant 

to another. Some people really like that heather.” 

C110 “We are talking about wood that are used for cooking purposes.” 

C13 “They would use heather (white arctic heather), twigs and the blackberry plants. 

The twigs that are close by the ocean have a very strong smell for me. On the mainland 

there are hardly any twigs. 

There are two different types of wood. The one that is near the coast has a different 

smell to it. But when you go further inland away from the coast it smells different. 

That's the one that we use.” 

C110 “That’s what they use for burning, or for cooking, heather or willows. And 

bearberry plants. They use those for fires too.” 

White Arctic Heather (Cassiope tetragona) 

C51 “All these plants do have really oily content and then that eghot, that heather, 

gives off the most oil. Heather is very good for smoking your meat also, because of the 

oily content. It puts a glaze on the meat.” 

C110 “I don't think we see them here (Kugluktuk).” 

C111 “It's too cold here.” 

C51 “There are some all right.” 

C110 “But not much over here right? We've got lots back home, Bathurst Inlet area.” 

C111 “Not right around Bay Chimo, but there are lots around Bathurst Inlet where it's 

hotter.” 

C110 “Hiukkittak area.” 

C111 “They even use that for mosquito coil.” 

C51 “Mosquito coil yes. Makes an oily glaze in your clothing. Somehow the mosquitoes 

don't like it. (It burns a long time) and hot, too, because of the oily content.” 

Avalakiak (Willows) and Birch 

C51 “Baby birch some people call them baby birch or dwarf birch. Those are the main 

(types of wood) used for cooking.” 

C111 “Any kind (of wood) they would use for cooking.” 

C110 “The best ones were dry wood, and dead wood. Dead wood on the land. Dead 

wood all over the place, wherever grew big bushes… They would use mostly lots of 
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willows.” 

C51 “Baby birch are everywhere. Ladies collected them all day. Sometimes they had 

enough for a couple of days or maybe just half a day, depending on how much they use 

their kihuk (hearth, fire).” 

C110 “They would use mostly lots of willows.” 

C51 “Willows, they had to dry them for little bit, willows being more dense than baby 

birch. Willows take a little longer to dry but they were still used.” 

C111 “They still burn them. They last longer than the dry wood. They pretty well used 

them all winter.” 

Moss and Green Alder 

C51 “Sometimes they use moss too (for smoking meat). We dry that yellow, really 

yellow moss. We dry it up; it can get really hot too. You get lots in really swampy areas. 

It’s almost like peat moss, but peat moss is more dense. What I am talking about is just 

like a sponge plant.” 

C110 “What I was talking about was green alder. There's lots of it around Bathurst 

Inlet. (it’s called) avalakiak.” 

Coal / Oil 

C51 “Kerosene came later. When I was just a little boy, growing up in Pellatt Lake, we 

didn't have any fuel oil or anything except for that really, really black oil that they scoop 

from a scoop and put it in the fire. It's like thick grease oil. They scoop it and put it in 

the fire in a scoop. They burn that. 

It’s hot, hot. Almost like coal. Really, really black oil, must be coal… It came in barrels, 

great big heavy barrels.” 

12.1.5. Plants as Medicine 

Paongak (Crowberries) 

C13 “I have to get some paongak. It’s itchy. I got to put ointment on it. I gotta put 

paongak on it. Oinment. My grandma used to do that. When it gets itchy. Little bit of 

water coming out, pus, put poaganak, get really purple… when it gets itchy, little bit of 

water coming out, little bit of yellow. Put paongak on it. Start getting better after a few 

days.” (Use of paongak as an ointment to treat infections). 

C51 “It's like a wash, a rinse…. Just like hydrogen peroxide.” 

C122 “Like iodine. To clean wounds.” 

Puffball Mushrooms 

C13 “When you get that stuff, it’s just like cocoa. You have to use it for sores, just like 
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ointment.” 

C51 “Some people use oil, seal oil (to mix it with). Down along on the coast they use 

seal oil. Inland they use either bear or caribou fat for mixing before they applied it.” 

C13 “My grandmother would use the puff balls on my eye when I have an eye cold. My 

eye lids would be shut from the mucous so my grandmother would put some on. After 

some time my eye would open. They are good to use for that as they are damp.” (Use 

of dried puffballs as medication for infected eyes). 

C13 “You make it damp a little bit.” 

C51 “You dampen it a little bit and rub it on the eye and just leave it there and the eye 

will open.” 

C13 “When I was a boy, my eye was not too good. When I was sleeping the eyelids got 

really stuck together, there was yellow stuff, white stuff. And my grandma put that 

stuff on it. When you go get it, it looks just like cocoa powder.” 

Labrador Tea 

C122 “Labrador tea. We used to pick that for making tea. But you have to be careful 

not to drink too much because it makes you sick.” 

C51 “Like medicine” 

C111 “Like green tea!” 

C122 “And it grows everywhere.” 

C51 “There are two kinds (of Labrador tea). But I never really noticed a difference 

between the short ones and the tall ones.” 

C114 “They used it in the tent, to get rid of headaches. Like aromatherapy. When they 

had headaches that’s what they used.” 

White Arctic Heather (Cassiope tetragona) 

C51 “The smoke from the plants that we use for cooking (eghot) also helps to heal our 

eyes. Somehow it's like a wash or rinse from the smoke.” 

C13 “Sometimes grandma put me on that smoke, big smoke. Open my eyes. It’s all 

better. Oh, I could see better now. My eyes really clear.” 

12.2. Water Sources and Quality 

Potable water was a major concern for Inuit, even before mineral development activities. Good 
water was not always readily available on the land, and sometimes took a lot of effort to obtain. 
Generally consultants did not map places where they obtained water as they said they found 
water everywhere. 
When they were at their camps, Inuit had traditional places where they obtained water. Fresh 
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and clean water was more difficult to find on the coast than inland. Most lakes and rivers were 
used as water sources. When traveling, they obtained potable water from wherever they found 
it.  

Inuit living along the coast of the Arctic Ocean and Kiligiktokmik (Bathurst Inlet) had to find 
sources of fresh water. The lakes adjacent to the coast were not good for drinking water because 
underground seepage from the ocean made them saline. The water inland was better for drinking 
than water on the coast. 

Inuit had seen many changes in water quality over the past few decades. These included shallower 
lakes and shallower rivers that drained to the ocean, reductions in river flow, smaller fish 
spawning runs, and the Arctic Ocean took longer to freeze. 

12.2.1. Water Sources 

C51 “No matter where you go, that piece of ground, because of the salts or sand 

content, (the land) is going to be different than another piece of ground. So, sometimes 

the water tastes different from area to area.” 

C110 “Water quality, they've been using all these lakes everywhere we travel. I don't 

think there's too much concern about water quality but there are certain areas that 

you have to be careful about. Some areas may contain more sulfur than other sites.” 

C121 “They (mining companies) have to be cautious of those freshwater areas. Because 

wherever there is fresh water, that’s what the elders used to use. That is what people 

used to use years ago, wherever there is fresh water along that route (the proposed 

winter road from Contwoyto Lake to Goose and George properties).” 

C113 “When we go get our drinking water in the spring from the rivers that flow, we 

don’t use that water because there is a lot of land (silt) in it. So we go to bigger water 

bodies where the flow is not as fast. And once the ice is all gone, the river water is much 

better.” 

12.2.2. Changes in Water on the Land 

Consultants noted changes in ground water and a reduction in freshwater springs. 

C13 “In my younger days, people used to walk so much… There used to be springs 

coming out of the ground, water percolating out. Now there is hardly any more water 

on the ground in the countryside anymore. They're all drying up. It's harder to find them 

today.” 

C51 “A lot of times where you find these fountains, it's more or less around esker areas, 

sandy areas. What these eskers are made up of is just a wash from rivers, glacial ice 

age. It's just like silt that is gathered in one spot and made these eskers. While making 

these eskers, these eskers will be right on top of the permafrost or that glacial ice which 

is receding. Long before the Ice Age had gone, the eskers, a lot of the sand that covered 

these areas, that sand is over the ice. 
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Keeping it frozen. That’s where we find a lot of these. Pressure, a lot of pressure… Super, 

super cold. You can’t drink it fast you have to drink it by sips. You can't take big 

humongous gulps otherwise you freeze your throat. You freeze yourself.” 

C13 “When we used to walk around south of here, there used to be lots of natural 

spring water everywhere. These are not as visible anymore as the land seems to be 

getting dry every year. We used to drink out of these natural springs and they were 

really cold. They are drying up and are not seen around anymore. 

A lot of this permafrost is receding very fast, that’s what we've been noticing. A lot of 

areas where the permafrost, sometimes when you have pressure, that pressure leaks 

on the permafrost and the water shoots up and you have these natural fountains. You 

don't see very many of those very often now due to climate change nowadays. The 

water has really changed over the last few years already.” 

C51 “I can see some differences from the 1940s and 1950s until now. There has been a 

very big difference because of climate change already from the 1940s right up until 

now. It's because permafrost is receding very fast and the permafrost is melting. 

Permafrost is coming up to the surface in some places. Water coming out of the 

permafrost can be very good all right but the old folks always say you have to be very 

careful about what you drink. Even though you find fountains like this you can't drink 

the water because it's coming out of the ground. You really don't know what's coming 

up from under the ground.  

It's the same all over Nunavut. Especially in the north now, the climate is changing 

really, really fast. A lot of times what we’re noticing, even on the land itself, the 

permafrost is receding very fast. In some areas you have big drops on the ground, 

sinkholes, just like a sinkhole, a lot of sinkholes on the ground now. A lot of movement 

on the ground because the permafrost under the ground is receding faster than normal 

now.” 

12.2.3. Changes in River and Ocean Levels 

In their lifetimes, the consultants noticed decreased water levels both in fresh water and in the 
ocean. This was attributed both to climate changes and in some cases to the land rising. There 
were concerns about the effect of dropping water levels in rivers on charr trying to return to their 
spawning grounds. 

C111 “We are talking about water. We went home to Bay Chimo which is our homeland 

a few weeks ago and we noticed the water level was way down. We were in this area 

for a long time and we noticed the water level was pretty low.” 

C207 “Now the Burnside River is open all year.” 

C110 “We went back home over a week ago for about a week. We went to Arctic Sound, 

Katimanak, where my wife was born. We noticed that anywhere we go boating you 
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have to be careful where you go because the water levels were so low. In the past where 

we used to go boating fast, and anywhere you want to go, you can't anymore because 

it’s shallow all over the place now. So saying that I think Sabina, at that laydown area, 

for shipping, I think they should check the whole inlet again for how deep the water is. 

Because some of those deep spots where they propose to ship by might have gone 

lower, so it would be shallower now. 

There will be a lot of spots there that were very deep before won't be as deep now. 

They probably have to check the whole route again, to make sure it's safe to do so, to 

shipping in there.” 

C111 “Not only the rivers. Everywhere is really changed. Since we know, we have been 

here (in Kugluktuk) now for 17, 18 years. When we travel home (Omingmaktok and 

Bathurst Inlet area), every area that we went through, there is about … that much 

missing, the water level had dropped. The water level was higher. You could see where 

… the lines, the lines where the water level has dropped over the years. It’s not only in 

the rivers, but the whole ocean. That’s how much water has been gone since 17 years 

have passed.” 

C110 “It has very changed. A lot of people have noticed the water. The scientists are 

saying that the water will be rising due to ice melting. But what we are seeing at this 

stage in time we’re noticing that the water levels are going down, even in the big ocean. 

We are home about over a week ago, for a week. There’s one little island, way back 

when we're still living in Bay Chimo, Omingmaktok, we always used to go boating by 

it, in between the point and the little island. The island was about this big when it was 

showing, as big as this table (the boardroom table), now that island is as big as the 

whole building itself.” 

C111 “You can see that the island used to be under water but now you can see the 

whole island.” 

C110 “I think it's probably due too to land rising also. That could be happening.” 

C110 “We've noticed over the years in Bathurst Inlet area it's been dry, really dry, over 

all those years.” 

C114 “The rivers around that area, they seem to be dryer faster. Normally when they 

run through springtime, they level off but they will stay at that level. What we have 

noticed is that when we travel around that area, the rivers are a lot lower than what 

they are supposed to be. So we don’t know if the charr are getting up the rivers or not. 

Because some of those rivers have dried out. 

(This is in the Bathurst Inlet area). The ones that we noticed the most were Gordon Bay 

River, Kokiviayok. They seem to be drying out more every year as we go down there 

when we do our traveling. Every year they are drying up a little bit more. We don’t 
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know if the charr are going up, if the river decreases as it rains (in springtime). But the 

amount that we are seeing at that time when we are travelling (summer), they are 

really, really low. So we have concerns whether the charr are going up those rivers 

when they are supposed to go, or they are not.”  

12.2.4. Flood and Drought 

Consultants noted one particular bad flood that had happened five or six years ago. However, in 
general water levels were lower due to less snow and rain. Floods would occur during spring break 
up, because the ice was melting faster however during the rest of the year there could be drought 
like conditions. 

C207 “Some years you get a lot of snow, lots of water. Five or six years ago, during 

breakup the water was 10, 15 feet higher, probably due to our snow to the south. 

During breakup, around Bathurst, it was probably 10 to 15 feet higher. The water was 

higher. I guess it was like that all over. It took some cabins, moved some cabins that 

were in lower spots.  

But this was just one time that I noticed that in my lifetime. This summertime, the water 

level was quite low than in other years. Just that one time, the water level was that 

high.” 

C114 “The flood that they were talking about, that happened all over, due to more 

snow and more rain during the fall. In some years, there’s hardly any snow. Like last 

year, there was hardly any snow. And the ice is melting a lot faster now too. Both ocean 

and freshwater.” 

C113 “Definitely we have more water, with all the rain that we have been having. For 

this area anyways (Cambridge Bay).” 

C115 “It happened like that too at Bay Chimo. I think it was a couple of years ago, or 

last year. We noticed right outside our house there was lots of water. And sometimes 

we notice our rivers getting low on water. Bay Chimo is a very damp place, I noticed 

that because I have been there for so many years. Today, it seems like it’s getting lower, 

like it’s getting dry. Because it’s always wet in Bay Chimo. One time we noticed there 

was lots of water right outside our house. And it never happened before.” 

12.2.5. Tea Water 

Interviewer “Where is the best water for making tea, when you are on the land?” 

C114 “River water. As long as it doesn’t have a fish taste.” 

C117 “Even snow water. Mostly the snow.” 

C122 “Even as a hunter in Kugluktuk, I noticed in some places where you make tea, 

from some lakes, I noticed there is a brown film that stays around the cup. We’re 
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starting to see that more.” 

C114 “We see that a lot at Bernard Harbour.” 

C122 “When I was a little boy, I never used to see that. It’s changing fast. And the 

snow.” 

C113 “That’s a way to test the water too. When you make a cup of tea, and you see 

that brown ring around the outside of the cup (the water isn’t good).” 

12.3. Ice 

Major changes in both lake and ocean ice had been documented, not only in increased melting 
time, but also in decreased ice quality and thus safety for people. 

C51 “Lake and ocean ice are not the same. The lake has really brittle ice. You have to 

wait until its four or five inches to be really comfortable to be walking on fresh water 

ice. But for ocean water, it can be no more than two inches. It’s denser. And it’s spongy, 

just like a sponge. The salt content makes it just like a fibrous water, the salt content. 

There is no fibre in lake water.” 

C13 “I used to go onto the lakes in fall time, when it’s easy to break. When I started 

staying in Kugluktuk, the ice was different. When you go hunting, you see open water. 

When you are walking on ice, the ice moves, different from the lakes. Easy to break on 

the lakes, not like the ocean.” 

C51 “It's the same around here too. Especially the last two years. How many years ago 

was it, there was open water right into December. Just down here (Kugluktuk).” 

C13 “If you have to walk on new ice, you have to carry a harpoon to test the ice.” 

C51 “One to two chops, or three chops, that means it’s safe. If it goes through, it’s not 

very safe. That’s how you test the ice when you want to go out fishing in the fall time 

or carrying water, making water hole.  

What we are seeing in the snow, from our travels, it’s not the same snow as 40 or 50 

years ago. And what we’re seeing is the same thing with ice conditions, it’s not the 

same as 50 years ago, because of the content of the snow and the water.” 

C111 “The ice is thinner than many years ago. Both in lakes and the ocean”. 

C110 “Both, but especially the ocean. It used to take maybe a month for the ice to go 

away from the area, and now it only takes two days sometimes.” 

C51 “If they are proposing something like the Tibbitt to Contwoyto Lake (Winter) Road, 

lakes are a little different again from long ago. Their consistency has to do with the 

water content and it’s different from long ago too. Due to climate change, and the film 

on top of the lakes, comparing it to maybe 40, 50 years ago. Because there is less snow, 
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the ice can be a little thicker now too. Due to the less snow that we are getting 

nowadays all over Nunavut. Just like snow, the ice is subjected to film, the fine film in 

the air that is all around us now, that is distributed all over Nunavut areas. Just like 

snow, the ice tends to melt a whole lot faster now. Just like snow, it’s not as consistent 

as it was 40, 50 years ago.” 

C111 “We used to travel to Cambridge in October, now it’s still no ice… When we used 

to live in Bay Chimo, people used to travel by skidoos and over that river, by skidoo and 

sleds. But now it's still open water the middle of October and right into the beginning 

of November.” 

12.4. Snow and Rain 

Less snow meant that travel during the winter was more difficult. Dust and contaminants had 
affected the quality of snow. The weather was no longer predictable and sometimes it would rain 
during the winter. 

C51 “You can see it in the wintertime. In the wintertime you can see lots, just like soot 

or sand on the snow, on top of the snow, it's not as white.” 

C51 “Even in the middle of nowhere. That's what we are finding. We are finding a lot 

of these snow swirls that collect these finer dusts. These holes where it collects in there, 

and the dust stays there for the most part of the winter. When the snow melts, you find 

these as the snow melts. The snow is not pure white anymore. It's more of a brownish 

colour.” 

C110 “Over the winter, even here sometimes, you see this really, really fine snow, more 

like a flour coming down. It's not snow; it’s like flour coming down. They're not like 

snowflakes, it’s like dust coming down.” 

C111 “My husband was showing me when it was really snowing. He grabbed a 

snowflake and he said look, look, this does not feel right. Like, it's not melting.” 

C13 “I was talking about trails, the difference between now and earlier years because 

of climate change (it is more difficult to travel now compared to the past because there 

is less snow). Back in my early years, I have noticed that it has changed a lot since then. 

Back then it used to rain lots, and lots of rain and snow. We don't get very much snow 

nowadays compared to 40 years ago, 50 years ago. It's really changed a whole lot since 

then. Our snow is really different now; it's a different consistency now.” 

C51 “It’s through all this fine, fine dust that's coming in from the air. It’s all these local 

mines that are making all the stuff, this fine dust that goes for many, many miles before 

it lands. That's what we found out, our snow is really different from the past now. It's 

because of this fine dust blowing further away from each mine... 

Hundreds and hundreds of kilometers is what we see. What we see in the snow 
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sometimes, because the air in winter is really, really dry up here, that dust and 

everything just glides right over the snow and can go for many miles before it even 

stops again and before it collects on the sides of the hills again. 

A lot of our winters, our hunters are complaining lots that there isn't very much snow 

in our hunting areas.” 

C110 “That's one reason why our waters are so low. There's hardly any more snow.” 

C51 “A lot of times, there are drastic changes in weather. Just like in wintertime, 

January, sometimes you get rain showers. The oddest one that happened was a 

thunderstorm with snow in the spring, while there was still snow on the ground. It's 

what we witnessed at Pellatt Lake. In springtime, late April, we always see clouds and 

everything, and now all of a sudden we start seeing lightning over there. There still was 

snow on the ground. That's what we have witnessed over the last little while, the last 

20, 25 years.” 

C13 “Long ago there used to be a lot of rain so the rivers were always raging with fast 

water... Today it isn’t like that anymore… The land is so different from long ago. The 

land seems to be so dry and hardly any water due to very little rain nowadays.  

I have also noticed that the snow is very different from long ago. There are too many 

windy days and the snow blows away before it gets down packed enough to stay. 

When I was a young man the snow would slowly fall over time without being windy 

and therefore the snow would be very deep and make it hard to walk on. Today the 

snow does not accumulate enough for it to be deep because it is always windy.” 

C115 “We noticed in Bay Chimo there was less snow last year.” 

C114 “There is less snow all over.” 

12.4.1. Making Igloos 

C111 “People used to make really good igloos that last all winter long from fall time. 

They used to be really good. The inside would turn to ice from your kudlik, and it doesn’t 

drip or anything, just turn to ice, and it would be really warm.“ 

C51 “The ice melting on top would flow all along the walls and it doesn’t drip down on 

all your stuff. It doesn’t drip on the bed or anything, just on the side.“ 

C111 “I used to see some really shiny igloos inside. People could even go on top. Kids 

play on top and they wouldn’t fall in.  

C51 “If you were on a hunting trip or something, or going on a trip, like myself to 

Bathurst with my dad. Sometimes the storm would be there all the time. It would be 

very difficult to put up a tent sometimes in this storm. And if you have to build yourself 

an igloo, something, to shade yourself from the storm. So we just make a quick igloo 



 

Page 89 of 93 
 

for the night. Can be any kind of consistency as long as it can hold itself for the night. 

Just for overnight. You don’t have to do testing, but you still have to find that 

consistency.  

C13 “When I go out, I can’t use tent, I make snow house, better.” 

C51 “The most expensive tents that they make, it won’t be as warm as an igloo.” 

C51 “It’s very, very different today. It’s not snow anymore. It becomes water but it’s a 

little bit different. There is something left after you rub on it. A film is left behind.” 

C110 “It’s powder. Doesn’t even have snowflakes in it, it’s just powder. If it’s a really 

good snowflake, it will make water, but not this. 

Talking about snow, igloo building snow, the quality is not there anymore. Over the 

winter you notice that the snow has turned into ice because there is hardly any fresh 

snow coming down. It turns into ice from all the wind and the age because there is no 

fresh stuff underneath. 

(If you had to make an emergency igloo when travelling today), you probably could but 

it wouldn’t be very strong.” 

C51 “And the snow has to be very consistent when you build these igloos. If there are 

two different consistencies in that snow, that igloo is going to fall apart. Once you have 

two different layers of snow, one is going to fall apart and make the igloo fall apart. 

When you make an igloo, you have to be very diligent about the snow. That’s why we 

have snow testing, like a big rod or snow knife. A rod is what we use. 

(They call these rods for testing the snow) sounders. You can actually feel the 

consistency in the snow when you are pressing down, two, three different places. 

Somewhere along the middle you will feel really hard snow, and really, really soft snow. 

You want snow that is really consistent; otherwise your igloo is going to fall apart. Just 

like avalanches in mountainous areas. Different consistencies in the snow and you have 

warmer days, less snow blowing, less wind and you get that crust, just like rime snow, 

and it slides. An igloo would be the same if it had that consistency, it would keep falling. 

Nowadays in wintertime we have longer spells of warm days, really warm days. It puts 

a glaze on top of the snow and it’s becomes very, very hard, hard to travel. We have to 

adapt. That’s what we have to do nowadays. Our generation now compared to the 

generations before us, our generation is pretty much different. Our snow is different, 

our wildlife is different.” 

12.5. Weather 

C51 “You can see all over the world too, changes in climate, tornadoes, hurricanes that 

are happening around the world. The weather is very, very drastic all over the world. 
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And we're feeling that climate change happening in our part of the world too. We're 

seeing those changes also in the wildlife. We have noticed the changes in their habits 

in our areas, where we have grown-up; Kannighokmiut areas and all the areas where 

we were growing up in our younger years. We have noticed all these changes.  

So even though we're doing a good thing by studying the study area, and all the data 

that we have collected, 20 to 30 years ago. Might be a little different if we conducted 

another survey of this type, we would see those changes. In some categories anyway, 

like birds, leaves (vegetation), fish, fish habitat, are changing drastically now because 

of the air and air quality. I've seen a lot of those changes in the last 20, 30 years 

already.” 

12.6. Changes in Animal Health 

12.6.1. Fish 

C111 “I would say that here are so many sick fish nowadays. You can see, around their 

tails, there is a big lump or there is a cyst, or a parasite. You can see that it is a sick fish 

because it’s red on the face and the tail. You can notice right away. You know right 

away if it’s healthy or not. Any red spots on the fish, they are sick. There are more (of 

these sick fish today). We never used to see that before anywhere.”  

C13 “We are starting to see some fish that have diseases. We never used to see fish like 

that.” 

C51 “We are seeing more parasites. It’s not just charr, all species of fish we are finding 

more diseases.” 

C13 “For some fish, you could put your hand on the skin and it would go right through 

the skin.” 

C113 “A good example is Kugluktuk. I use this example on a few occasions. As a child, 

growing up in that area, Bernard Harbour, and going to Kugluktuk, I ate a lot of fish 

and I enjoyed it. I enjoyed eating the belly fat on the fish as a young lad, today I can’t 

eat it. Why? Because there are minerals in the fat that destroy it. And Bathurst is 

starting to get the same, I can notice a little wee bit now. In Bathurst at first, the fat I 

could eat, but you get more of that and soon you won’t have any fish to enjoy… 

I believe, I could be wrong, but I believe that water quality over the years of extensive 

mining in the Coppermine River area, all the exploration and mining activity, has had a 

big impact on that river system. The same charr that I enjoyed as a child, I still can eat 

the fat off the charr when they are fresh. But it’s when you leave them frozen for a little 

while, they turn yellow. I’ve seen that so the quality of the fish is not there and I blame 

it on the contaminants from the mines. 
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I can see a little bit of that same thing going on now in the Burnside River system, the 

Bathurst system. We do eat this fish but I can see that there is starting stage that I saw 

in the past in Kugluktuk. And I blame the minerals because there is a lot of activity 

above the Bathurst, there is Echo Bay (Lupin mine), and Hackett, they all drain into this 

area. 

Having said all that, it is a concern of mine, and I believe I am not the only one. Living 

on the land, all of us eat the fish, and seals, and I do see some change in the seal fat. 

The last seal I skinned had some little round dots in the seal fat that I have not seen 

before ever. Something is getting into our water system. It could be coming in from the 

south, because contaminants travel a long way in the water system, with the tides, 

water is always flowing.” 

12.6.2. Seals 

C51 “Lots. We're finding lots now (of diseases in seals). People are seeing more. We 

were not subjected to that long ago, like the sickness in these animals, all species of 

these animals around this area. We're finding more and more sickness, and parasites 

in these animals.” 

12.6.3. Caribou 

C51 “You know how the world turns, the top and the bottom are where all the air and 

everything goes. Air quality is a big, big issue too, because it goes all over the land. It 

becomes very detrimental to how wildlife feeds itself from the land. Like I showed you, 

the plants we were looking at, the texture, that plant was just covered in dust. That's 

what the animals are feeding on nowadays all over the land. 

Snowflakes are different now. That's what our animals are feeding on, and our hunters 

are complaining about finding, just like Jell-O under the skin. On caribou; blobs of Jell-

O (subcutaneous fat that has the consistency of jelly). 

Because caribou hair is hollow, it collects all kinds of dust also from the air. How it 

pollinates itself, all along the migration route. Because it's hollow, I believe it has 

chemicals in it also. Because what's under that skin, what goes into that skin is from 

that hollow hair into the skin and into the meat itself. That's what our hunters are 

finding, Jell-O, slimy yellow stuff that's just under the skin.” 

C51 uses the term “pollinate” to explain how he sees dispersion of dust in the air and across the 
land. 

12.7. The Arrival of New Species 

Consultants had noted decreases in some species, and the arrival of species that had not been 
documented before. 
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Birds 

C51 “Even though we are doing this project on animals and wildlife, you can see how 

big of a change already has happened over the last 20 years. We noticed a lot of 

changes, climate change and all the wildlife. We've noticed a lot of birds that are 

coming here now, very strange birds some of them. Some people are noticing more 

strange birds that are starting to show up in these areas. Maybe in the past we did not 

notice, or nobody has ever talked about seeing more of those birds coming through 

Nunavut.” 

Bats 

C110 “Bats. (We have seen) bats coming up.” 

Insects (General) 

C51 “We're noticing more bugs coming up here as well. A lot of people are noticing, 

especially the elders. They've never seen these types of bugs that are coming up into 

our areas. 

Even though (Kannighokmiut) have moved on for many years now, we're seeing many 

changes to that study area, the Kannighokmiut area, Bathurst area. A lot of people, 

every once in a while, on those HF radios we talk a lot when people from Bathurst were 

first living there. And we start, every once in a while to have conversations. Even there, 

same on the radio, we start to see changes in these bugs that are coming up…. 

Maybe (these insects) have been here for many years but have been dormant for many 

years. A lot of it too has to do with dust. Dust carries a lot of bugs that are in the air 

sometimes. They can travel for many miles.” 

C111 “There are all kinds of new insects that are coming.” 

Butterflies 

C111 “This year I haven’t seen one butterfly.” 

C110 “Mainly this year. Last year we used to see butterflies. There used to be all kinds 

of butterflies, now we see less and less. We used to see all colours of butterflies, all 

over.” 

Bees, Hornets and Horseflies 

C51”… Long ago, especially along the tree-line, we use that beeswax a lot, and dried 

beeswax and use it as a glaze on the bottom of the sleds. 

There are lots of beehives along the cliffs. Especially in mud flats, muddy areas, on the 

sides of the rivers. There's a beehive right next door to our house. Our neighbours (in 

Kugluktuk) have a beehive right on the eave of the house. Just a small one. 

We haven't seen any changes (in bees), but hornets are a new type. There are more of 
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them now. They were seldom seen long ago but there are more Hornets now, through 

climate change. Also there are more horseflies. They were very seldom seen but now 

there are lots and lots of horseflies, especially on hot muggy days.” 

Ants 

C111 “Ants too, we never ever had ants in this place before.” 

C51 “The red ants.” 

Plants and Animals Transported on Winter Roads by Southern Vehicles 

C51 “Just like the winter roads here, they have to bring the goods from down south. 

Anything that's stuck on the bottom of the trucks, they distribute all across the road 

that they're on.  

That's what we've been noticing; different plants especially on these haul roads, winter 

roads. I've seen that already. At the end of Contwoyto Lake, we are right on the lake 

where the winter road comes right through. We go fishing with the kids or swimming 

where its shallow, where we'd like to go fishing, we've seen differences already, just in 

that one spot, on the portage.  

When we start swimming there, we start seeing just like little baby snakes, miniature 

snakes, we've never ever seen before, only in that one portage area. That's what me 

and my wife, and my children have noticed just like little snakes, about so long (two 

inches or five cm), in the portage.” 

13. APPENDICES (ATTACHMENTS TO REPORT) 

There are three appendices included as an attachment to this report: 

I. Workshop Discussion Questions 

II. NTKP Consent Form (Sabina Hannigayok Project) 

III. Concerns and Recommendations of Consultants 

 




